WO Gainers 





ISL100 
Islamic Worldview and Faith 
Essentials 


Lecture Summaries 


WO Gainers 





Islamic Worldview and Faith 
Essentials 


Lecture | 
Belief and Disbelief 


DÍ Charles Sturt 


University 


Three dimensions of Islam 


“No partner has He: this am | 


e Iman — faith dimension (Abraham)commanded, and | 
am the first of Muslims (submit 
= 6 tenets of Islamic faith to Him in devotion)” (Qur'an, 


= Mu'min is the one who believes An'am, 6:163) (rendered Y. Ali) 


¢ Islam — devotional practice dimension 


= 5 pillars of Islam 
= Muslim is the one who Is on a devotional path to God 


e Ihsan — spiritual excellence dimension 


«= “Ihsan is fo worship God as though you see God; even if you 
don’t see God, God sees you”, said the Prophet (pbuh). 


= Muhsin is the one who has developed a deep personal 
relationship with God. 
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Tenets of Islamic Faith 


1. Existence and Unity of God 
Existence of Angels 
Books of Revelation 
Messengers of God 


Resurrection for an Afterlife 


PE e e 


Divine Determination (Qadar) 
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Definitions 


e Belief (iman) is: 
= Alight that God creates in the heart of a person when 


the person takes a step towards God and shows 
inclination towards belief. 


= Affirmation by the heart, utterance by the tongue. 
e Disbelief (kufr) is: 


= Rejection by the heart, utterance of disbelief by the 
tongue 


e Hypocrisy (nifaq) is: 
= Rejection by the heart, utterance of belief by the tongue 
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Role of Proofs 

e In the past disbelief was based on ignorance. Most 
objections could be addressed with simple arguments. 

e But at the present time, disbelief gets its strength from 
knowledge (science and philosophy). 


e Therefore Muslims must come up with powerful 
arguments to overcome barriers to faith. 


e The Qur'an gives us these as seeds which can be 
blossomed. 
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Nature of Belief and Disbelief 


Belief (/man) is linkage. It 
connects God, the Artistic 
Creator, to everything in the 
universe as God’s works of 
art. 





Disbelief (kufr) is severance. 
It cuts the link between the art 
(creatures) and the Artistic 
Creator (God). 
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Types of Disbelief 


e Disbelief is also a kind of doctrine (belief). 
e There are two types of disbelief. 


Non-existence of 
acceptance (agnosticism). 
Lack of acceptance of proofs 
of God. indifference about 


Acceptance of non- 
existence (atheism). Clear 
conviction based on the 
belief in the non-existence of 
God. Trying to prove the 


God or not being prepared 


to accept Re of opposite of belief. 
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Why is perspective important 


e Both belief and disbelief bring evidence from 
the natural world around us and the universe. 

e Who is right? 

¢ Qur'an, Baqara, 2:26 also says that examples 
from the natural world lead some astray and 
guide others. 
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Focus on things themselves 


e First, meaning indicative by the name (mana al-ism) 
e Every entity is perceived in itself. 


e There is no reason to look beyond a meaning 
indicated by the name. 





e This represents the perspective of those who usually 
justify their non-belief with the natural world by just 
naming things. 
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Focus on what things indicate 


e Second, meaning indicative by the letter (mana al-harf) 
e Every entity indicates a meaning other than itself. 


l aI 





r <=> Tree = 
Means nothing As part of a word it 
by itself gains meaning 


e Similarly when we view each entity in nature as letters, 
we decipher a great story written by the Creator in the 
book of universe. 
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Qur’anic perspective 


e The Qur'an encourages us to see the meaning 
indicated by the letter. 
= The repeated use of the word “ayah” (sign) makes us 
look for meaning represented by the sign. 
= Human being is designed to look for meanings. 


° God teaches Adam (pbuh) the names of everything (see 
Qur'an Baqara 2:30-33). Names convey meanings. 


° The Qur'an says that God taught human being the 
linguistic expression (bayan) (Qur'an, Rahman, 55:3) the 
ability to express meanings with words. 


° The Qur'an says that God has taught humans how to write 
with the pen. (Qur'an, Alaq, 96:4) 
e We are hardwired to look for meaning beyond the 
visible world. This is the only way to find God. 
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Worldview of belief and disbelief 


e Belief and disbelief produce marked differences in the 
way one sees the world and the universe. 
= “God is the Protector of those who have faith: from the 
depths of darkness He will lead them forth into light. Of 
those who reject faith the patrons are the evil ones: from 
light they will lead them forth into the depths of darkness. 
They will be companions of the fire, to dwell therein (for 
ever).” (Qur'an, Baqara, 2:257) 
e Belief will give a more luminous and positive outlook 
while disbelief will result in a spiritually and 
psychologically dark and grim view of the world. 
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Conclusion 


e Islam has three dimensions — theology, devotional 
practices and spirituality. 
= Mu'min is a believer 
= Muslim is a practitioner of Islam 
= Muhsin is a spiritually matured person 

e Faith is defined as affirmation by the heart, utterance 
by the tongue. 

e Fundamental nature of belief is linkage and disbelief is 
severance between God and His creation. 

e Belief gives a person an enlightened worldview 
whereas disbelief result in a gloomy and selfish view of 
the world. 
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Corresponding theological problems 


e Is There a God? 


= Does one believe in God using reason or belief 
in God is a matter of faith? 


e If so, Is God one? 
= Is God involved with universals only or does he 
know and create particulars as well? 
e How do | relate to God? 
= Is God transcendent or imminent? Can God 
be both transcendent and imminent at the 
same time? 
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Design Proof 


e The design (teleological) proof. 
e Qur'an mainly argues from the design proof. 


= “But they deny the Truth when it comes to them: so they 
are in a confused state. Do they not look at the sky 
above them?- How We have made it and adorned it, 
and there are no flaws in it? And the earth- We have 
spread it out, and set thereon mountains standing firm, 
and produced therein every kind of beautiful growth (in 
pairs) - To be observed and commemorated by every 
devotee turning (to God)” (Qur'an, Qaf, 50:5-8) (Tr. Y. Ali) 
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Huduth (temporal generation) Argument 


e “The world is temporally (hadith) originated. Anything 
that is temporally originated needs a separate 
originator. Therefore the world requires a separate 
originator.” 


e The separate originator must be pre-eternal because if 
it is not, it would require another separate originator 
who would be pre-eternal. This cycle would continue 
until a pre-eternal originator is accepted by logical 
necessity. 
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Imkan (contingency)Argument 


e Ibn Sina, or Avicenna, (d. 1037) wanted to prove that 
the universe has an ultimate cause. 

e The existence of something is either possible or 
necessary. 

e If it’s existence is necessary then that is what we are 
looking for namely God. 

e If it’s existence Is possible then its existence and non- 
existence is equally probable. It requires an external 
cause to necessitate its existence. 

e The cause is necessarily existent (wajib al wujud), 
therefore God. 

e Therefore, In either case God exists. 
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e Atoms and e Nature is a 
particles need work of art it 
to have infinite cannot be the 
knowledge artist 


and power. e It is a set of 





Causes 
By itselt 


e If one laws its 
architect is not cannot be the 
accepted then lawgiver. 
every brick 
must have full 
knowledge of 
the design. 
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Default Proof 


e Nursi then sets out to disprove the three competing 
arguments for existence. He does so in two ways: 


Greater 
impossibilities 
associated with 
ideas discounting 
eToTo 


Rejection of God 
leads to attributing 


divine attributes to 
matter. 
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Purpose and Law Proof 


e First, everything in the universe serves a higher purpose 
other than themselves and that they are unaware of 
these higher purposes. 

= Examples — bees and dung beetles. 

e Second, everything follows laws that they are unable 

to set for themselves. 
=» Example - gravitation for celestial objects 

e Therefore, there is a God that employs everything for a 

higher purpose and God Is the ultimate lawgiver. 
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Intelligent design 


e Michael Behe has come up with the intelligent design 
argument in his book “Darwin's Black Box” 

e If something has both complexity and purpose at the 
same time, If cannot be the product of chance. It 
must be the product of intelligent design. 

e It is possible to add a third criteria, art. 

e If an object has complexity, purpose and art at the 
same time, it is the product of an intelligent and artistic 
design. 
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Definition of Tawhid 


Tawhid e to unify, unification, 
(Arabic) 


making something one. 


— e the unity and absolute 
LEVAS unification of God as 


. one and true God 
(Islamic) without partners. 
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Tawhid in Qur’an 


¢ At least a quarter of the entire Qur'an is about tawhid. 

» “ ... Say, "We believe in the revelation which has come 
down to us and in that which came down to you; Our 
God and your God is one; and it is to Him we bow (in 
submission).“ (Qur'an, Ankabut, 29:46) 

e One of the most succinct coverage of God's unity is in 
the short chapter (sura) Ikhlas. 

» “Say: ‘He, God, the One of Absolute Unity. God the 
Eternally-Besought-of-All. He begets not, nor is He 
begotten. And comparable to Him there is none.” 
(Qur'ān, Ikhlas, 112:1-4) 
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Tawhid in the Sunnah 


e A man came to the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and 
said, “Give me information about Islam such that 
would suffice me and I should not have to ask anyone 
else”. The Prophet concisely replied, “Say, ‘I believe in 
one God’, and then be upright”. (Muslim) 

= “In the case of those who say, ‘Our Lord is God’, and, 
further, stand straight and steadfast, the angels descend 
on them (from time to time): "Fear you not!" (they 
suggest), "Nor grieve! but receive the Glad Tidings of the 
Garden (of Bliss), the which you were promised!” 
(Qur'ān, Fussilat, 41:30) 
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Tawhid in the Sunnah 


e The Prophet (pbuh) has given a description and 
definition of tawhid. 


e “There is no deity but Allah; He is One; He has no 
partner; His is the dominion; His is the praise; He grants 
life; And deals death; And He is living and Dies not; All 
good Is in his hand; And He is Powerful over all things; 
And to Him is the return.” (The Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh)) 
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e The sheer size and wonder of 
world and the universe Is such 
that only one Supreme Being 
with absolute Will, Knowledge 
and Power can create them. 


Opening a window directly onto 
God's light from everything visible in 
the universe and clearly observing 
and reading the stamp of God’s 
Power, the seal of His Governance 


True 


appreciation of 
tawh Id on everything in the universe. 
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Proofs of tawhid 


@--- in 


@ l complexity 
Ease in 
unity 
@ aw of 
interconne 
ctedness 
Order 
and 
Harmony 
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Order and Harmony 


e There is a strikingly perfect order and harmony observed in 
the Universe. If there were more than one God, there would 
be chaos as each god would want to exert its sovereignty 
to the universe. Just as one country cannot have two 
leaders and multiple leadership would be chaotic, the 
universe cannot have more than one god governing it: 


= “If there were, in the heavens and the earth, other gods 
besides God, there would have been confusion in both! 
but glory to God, the Lord of the Throne: (High is He) 
above what they attribute to Him!” (Qur'an, Anbiya, 
21:22) (Tr. Y.Ali) 


e Since there is no chaos, there is only one God who sets and 
implements all laws of the universe. 
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Law of inter-connectedness 


e One of the laws observed in the universe is the Law of 
Inter-connectedness. 


= “Since, together with the extraordinary art in the creation of 
things, especially in living beings, a seed Is a small sample of 
the fruit; a fruit is a miniature soecimen of the tree; a tree Is a 
summary index of the species; and the species is a concise 
map of the universe and in meaning Is its seed. Each of these is 
a comprehensive point and a droplet gathered together and 
distilled from the universe according to the principles of 
knowledge and scales of wisdom. The one who created any 
one of them must be the one who created the entire universe.” 
[Said Nursi, 29 Ray] 


e Home documentary (00:09:30) 
= http://www.youtube.com/watch?¢v=|qxENMKaeCu 
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Proof of ease in unity 


e In unity there is ease; in multiplicity 
there is great difficulty. 


e When we look at life on earth, we see 
that creatures are brought to life all of 
a sudden and in abundance. 

e However, when something is produced 
quickly in large numbers, quality, 
complexity and art would be reduced. 

e Yet, creatures are created with 
amazing artistry, complexity and with 
extraordinary quality. 

e Thus this can only be explained if 
everything is created by one God. 
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When we examine the creation we 
realise that one is created from many 
things and at the same time many 
things are created from a few things. 


For example, a human being Is 
created from one sperm, yet, in his 
body, all natural elements existent in 
the universe are found. 


This proves the unity of God because 
only One who has absolute 
ownership of the entire universe can 
do such a thing. 
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Definition of shirk 


¢ Shirk — means fo divide into parts, establish partnership, 
divide into shares. 


e Shirk is an Islamic theological concept meaning 
associating partners with God that violates tawhid. 
= “He has no partners; thus have | been commanded, and 
I am the first and foremost of the Muslims (who have 
submitted to Him in devotion)” (Qur'an, An'am, 6:163) 
(Tr. Ali Unal) 
e Islam is the only religion that clearly defines the 
concept of shirk. 


e This has helped Islam to remain monotheistic despite 
the length of time it has been around. 
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Definition of shirk 


e Means to divide into 
Shirk parts, establish 
- partnership, divide into 
(Arabic) shares. 
l e Means associatin 
Shirk 3 


partners with God that 
aeos ates tawhia: 
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Types Shirk in atheism 

of 

shirk Shirk in divinity 
Shirk in lordship 


Shirk in names and attributes 


Shirk in worship 
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Consequences of shirk 


e Shirk negates the entire purpose of existence and 
deeply offends God because: 


1. The entire fruit of the universe is life; 
2. The finest product of life is the human life 


3. The most refined aspect of human life is his 
intellect, his spirit and his consciousness. 


4. The finest fruit of these are belief and worship. 


5. Hence direction of belief and worship to things 
other than God renders the entire universe futile. 
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Conclusion 


e We have outlined the three key questions about 
God: does God exist; if so is God one; how do 
humans relate to God. 


e With respect to the first question Islam says that 
God exists. 


e Qur'an provides rational arguments about God. 


e Muslim scholars came up with many logical proofs 
of God. 


e Scientific knowledge has strengthened the proofs 
of God. 
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Defining the Problem 


God is transcendent — God is imminent - can 
God is rendered lead to tendencies to 


unreachable and hence anthropomorphise 
relating to God becomes (tashbih) God into 
exceedingly difficult images. 
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Travel to the sun — 
expensive; takes 
time; only few can 
make the journey 
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Focus on sun’s qualities 
Let the sun come to you- embedded in its light - 


would burn everything; everyone can easily do 
nothing is capable in this as sun’s light is omni- 
containing the grandeur directional and reaches us 
of the sun all at all times. 
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Ways of Relating to God 


e Similarly there are three conceivable ways of relating 
to an unseen God 
1. Spiritual journey towards God — 
° Takes time and only few can actually make it. 
e May result in the doctrine of reincarnation 
2. God incarnates in man or in earthly objects — 


e Contingent objects cannot contain full grandeur and 
Essence of God, 


e May lead to doctrines of human Gods; or polytheism; or 
equating the universe with God 
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Ways of Relating to God 


e The third way - the Islamic way 


3. Focus on God's names & attributes as reflected in 
the universe and the human heart — 

e While we may be distant to God, God is already close to 
us with His Light just like the sun is intimately close to us with 
its light, heat and reflection. 

° One can relate to God far more deeply and safely without 
having to go through arduous and long spiritual journey or 
without violating God's transcendence. 

° Key is to recognise and witness God's Light as reflected in 


the universe as this light carries with it knowledge about 
God. 
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Getting Close to God 


e God is already close fo us: 


= ‘And when (O Messenger) My servants ask you about 
Me, then surely I am near: | answer the prayer of the 
suppliant when he prays to Me. So let them respond to 
My call (without hesitation), and believe and trust in Me, 
so that they may be guided to spiritual and intellectual 
excellence and right conduct.’ (Qur'an, Bagara, 2:186) 
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Three sources of knowing God 


e There are three sources that provide knowledge about 
God: 
1. The universe as the Book of Creation 
2. The Qur'an as the Book of Revelation 


3. The Prophet Muhammad as the Commentator of both 
the Qur'an and the universe. 
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What is a name 


e Name (ism) is usually understood as a word or a 
combination of words that designate or identify a 
person (and place, things etc) 

= Names like Kamel, John are names that identify 
persons. 
= |n this sense Allah is the proper name for God in Islam. 
e A person can also be given a name as a title 
because of a particular skill. 
= When we say, Adam is an architect, we know that he 
can design and plan buildings. 
= When we say Adam is a good speaker, we mean he 
has the skill of delivering soeech. 
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What is an attribute 


e Attribute (sifat), on the other hand, refers to a 
capability or complete competence that has 
become a second nature of a person. 

= When we say, Adam has the attribute of 
communication, we mean that he is a master in the 
art of Communication. 

= That is, he is competent in communication where he 
combines in his self many skills with resoect to the art 
of communication such as listening, writing, soeaking, 
presenting etc. 

e Therefore, a competence is a combination of a 
complete set of skills in the self of a person. 
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Relationship between name and attribute 


e Divine attribute 
(sifat) is a Razzaq 
Combination of a 


set of divine names 


(asma) for God. 
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Relationship between name and attribute 


eIn Ilam, God has many names, including a list of 99 
names. 
= ‘Say: "Call upon Him as Allah (God) or call upon 
Him as ar-Rahman (the All-Merciful). By whichever 
Name you call upon Him, to Him belong the All- 
Beautiful Names...’ (Qur'an, Isra, 17:110) 
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Universal manifestation of Names 


e God's names can be 


appreciated by the way E omy Universal 
he created the universe Events AGIS 
and the world. 
e Universal manifestation of [ \ 
divine name is a reflection 
of God's unity Verses of Existence 
. the and Unity 
(wahdaniyyah). Qur’an of God 
e For example names 
«= Al-Quddus (The Holy) ~~ Divine AS 





- Al-Adl (The Just) Names 


= Al-Hakim (The Wise 
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Essential attributes of God 


e God in Islam is both trancendent and personal. 


= He is trancendent because in His essence He is not like 
anything in his creation. 


= God is personal because God has names and attributes 
that we can relate to at a personal level. 
e As an example, the following verse combines both. 


= ‘There is nothing whatever like Him. He is the All-Hearing, 


the All-Seeing (brad krédi gh 5 Seth ALLS Gall)’ (Qur'an, 
Shura, 42:11) 
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Attributes of Transcendence 


e There are Six Attributes of Transcendence for God. 
These are also called Negating (salbi) Attributes as 
they negate any likeness of God to His creation: 


Existence (wujud) 

Self-subsistence (qiyam binafsih) 

Oneness (wahdaniyya) 

Beginningless (qidam) 

Endlessness (baqa') 

Unlike the Creation (mukhalafatun lil hawadith) 


P a A N 
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Attributes of Transcendence 


=ù 


. Existence (wujud). God has a being (Dhat). God is the 
Necessarily Existent Being (Wajib al Wujud). God’s being 
and existence is necessary for all others to exist. God’s 
existence has no cause. 

2.Self-subsistence (qiyam binafsih). God's existence Is 

absolute whereas the existence of everything else Is 

temporary (contingent). God needs none but everything 
is in need of God. God is not bound by space or time. 
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Attributes of Transcendence 


3. Oneness (wahdaniyya). The oneness of God does not 
just mean that God Is one in terms of number. It means 
that God has no partners, equals or opposites in terms 
of the divine essence, attributes and actions. This 
attribute negates any plurality and divisibility for God. 


4. Beginningless (gidam). God has always existed. God Is 
absolutely free of time and any prior causes. God's 
being was not preceded with non-existence. 
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Attributes of Transcendence 


5. Endlessness (baqa’). God is eternal. There is no end to 
God’s existence. Non-existence will not follow him. 
Everything will die and perish except God. 

6. Unlike the Creation (mukhalafatun lil hawadith). God is 
nothing like the creation observable in the universe. 
God does not resemble any creature in any way. 
Whatever comes to mind about God's essence, God 
is above and beyond human imagining. 
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Personal Attributes of Goq 


e God also has eight Personal attributes. These are also 
known as Affirmative (thubutTi) attributes . 


Life (hayat) 
Knowledge (‘i/m) 

Will (irada) 

Power (qudra) 
Hearing (sama'’) 
Sight (basar) 

Speech (kalam) 
Making Exist (faqwin) 


on oe ee ae 
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Personal Attributes of Goq 


1. Life (hayat). God is alive. God has perpetual true life 
that is the source of all lives. God is the Giver of Life to 
all life forms and God will give everlasting life to 
human being in the afterlife. It is within the context of 
living that knowledge, will and power become 
apparent and are appreciated. 


2. Knowledge (‘i/m). God is all-knowing. God's 
knowledge surrounds and bounds everything. God 
knows everything pre-eternally. God’s knowledge 
does not increase through acquisition nor does it 
decrease through forgetfulness. 


ISLAMIC SCIENCES AND RESEARCH ACADEMY OF AUSTRALIA 


DÍ Charles Sturt 


University 


Personal Attributes of Goq 


3. Will (irada). God’s will is all-encompassing. God has 
absolute freedom to decide or determine a course of 
action. God wills things into existence. God also wills 
things out of existence and gives their characteristics. 

4. Power (gudra). God is all-powerful. God has the 
power to do and create whatever God wills. God is 
free from powerlessness and impotence. Everything in 
the universe happens through the power of God. 
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Personal Attributes of Goq 


5. Hearing (sama’): God hears all sounds and voices no 
matter how low or how far. He hears and answers alll 
spoken words whether secret lamentations or 
resounding cries. Nothing limits God's hearing and He 
needs no instruments or medium to hear. 


6. Sight (basar). God sees everything according to their 
true nature from subatomic particles to galaxies and 
from the sensory world to the spiritual world. God 
does not need light or instruments to observe the 
created order. Nothing can remain hidden from 
God's gaze. 
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Personal Attributes of Goq 


7. Speech (kalam). God speaks without being 
dependent on letters or sound waves. God 
commands and inspires with divine soeech. All forms 
of revelation originate from the divine attribute of 
Speech. 


8. Making Exist (taqwin). God creates and brings things 
into existence. There are two types of creation: 
creation from non-existence and creation of a new 
form from existing elements. God gives life, sustains 
life and causes life to end. 
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Conclusion 


eIn Islam, God is both personal and transcendent. 

e Focusing on the names and attributes of God rather 
than God's essence enables a believer to both get to 
know God and maintain tawhid (Unity of God). 

e There are three sources in attaining knowledge of God 
— the universe, the Qur'an and the Prophet Muhammad 
(buh). 

e Everything in the heavens and earth glorify God by 
reflecting His Beautiful Names. 

e God has 14 essential attributes that every Muslim must 
know and understand. 
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Human Nature 


e “Indeed, We have created the human on 
the most excellent of patterns (ahsan al- 
faqwim), then sent him down to the lowest 
of the low (asfala safilin), except those who 
believe and do good deeds...” (Qur'an, Tin, 
95:4-6) 
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Variable Human Nature 


“You shall certainly 


Rankof travel from stage to 

The vertical line represents — 4 Prophets stage” 
the variable rank of human 7 (Qur'an, Inshigag, 84:19) 
being depending on faith, Rank of Angel 
good deeds and level of ~~ Gabriel 
perfection of character. A 
person has the potential to = 
drop down to the lowest of E 
the low and rise to ranks Fixed ranks of angels 
higher than angels. z of various types 

0 line E 

Fixed Rank of 
Rank of a o Animals 


Satan 
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Human nature 
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Human Spirit 


e Human spirit functions like the ‘software’ of the 
body. 


= “They ask you about the spirit. Say: "The spirit is of my 
Lord’s Command, and of knowledge you have been 
granted only alittle.” (Qur'an, Isra, 17:85) 


e Human spirit has a “breath” of Divine Spirit. 


= “have made him (Adam) complete and breathed 
into him of My Spirit...” (Qur'an, Hijr, 15:39) 
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Human Spirit 


e Humans have been given the attributes of God in a 
finite measure so that they can use them to 
understand the infinite attributes of God. 


= For example we understand the distance between 
Sydney and Melbourne by using measuring unit of 
metres. 


e Humans understand the infinite knowledge of God 
by the fact that we can gain limited knowledge. 


e This applies to all Affirmative (Personal) Attributes 
discussed in the previous lecture. 
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Human Spirit 


e Humans can also appreciate the Transcendent 
Atiributes of God through innate feelings 
embedded in our deepest nature. 


e For example, we want eternity and yearn for 
eternity and therefore understand God's attribute 
of Eternity (Baqa). 


e Since these attributes are confirmable by reason 
and our observations of the universe, they are not 
the result of our imagination. 
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e Nafs is the interface “And by the nafs 
between our heavenly (selfhood) and the 
spirit and the worldly body. — order and proportion 
e Nafs is the source of given to if and its- 
desires, appetites and enlightenment to its 


wrong and fo its right. 


emotional impulses. 
fs h limits in i Truly he succeeds that 
e Nats has no limits in its purifies it, and he fails 


desires making it possible to that corrupts it” 
have infinite degrees in the 


l (Qur'an, Shams, 91:7-9) 
spectrum of humanity. 
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Wisdom of God requires purpose 


e The Qur'an in many verses point 
to profound purpose for the 
creation of the universe. 


= “[those] who remember God 
when they stand, and when they 
sit, and when they lie down to 
sleep, and reflect on the creation 
of the heavens and the earth 
[and say]: “O our Lord! You have 
not created all this without 
meaning and purpose...” 
(Qur'an, Imran, 3:191) 
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Wisdom of God requires purpose 


= “And We did not create the 
heavens and the earth and 
what is between them in 
sport. We created them with 
nothing but truth, but most of 
them do not know.” (Qur'an, 
Dukhan, 44:38-39) 

“Not for (idle) sport did We 
create the heavens and the 
earth and all that is 
between!” (Qur'an, Anbiya, 
21:16-17) 


ISLAMIC SCIENCES AND RESEARCH ACADEMY OF AUSTRALIA 








DÍ Charles Sturt 


University 


Wisdom of God requires purpose 


e “Itis He Who has created 
everything most beautifully 
Hia och OS Gud!) (Qur'an, 
Sajdah, 32:7) 

e “You see the mountains and 
think them firmly fixed: but they 
shall pass away as the clouds 
pass away: (such is) the artistry 
of God (ál & ), who disposes of 
all things in perfect order: for he 
is well acquainted with all that 
ye do.” (Qur'an, Naml, 27:88) 
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The second face of the world points to the 
afterlife. The world is a fertile ground for 
human beings to seed good deeds. 


The third face of the world looks at the 
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Everything has a purpose 


e Everything in the natural world 
add value to the natural 
ecosystem. 


e Some consume raw materials 
and produce something better. 

e Or they fulfil a vital function for 
the ecosystem for the benefit of 
life in general. 

e Therefore, everything in the 
natural world has a purpose. 
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What about human beings? 


e Humans consume the best of 
what creation has to offer. 


e But turn it into waste and 
sewerage. 


e Humans only take away from 
the environment but give 
nothing physical back. 

e Human beings, in a physical 
sense, add no value to the 
ecological system and life on 
earth.. 
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Human beings have a purpose too 


e This observation has two important consequences. 


e First, human beings live on earth and take 
advantage of the ecological system, but they are 
not part of the balance within the system. 

e Second, while physically humans add no value to 
the environment, the human being Is the most 
advanced creature in the universe. 

e If humans has no physical contribution and yet 
they are the very advanced, the purpose for 
humans must be a non-physical purpose. 
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Qur'an and purpose of life 


e “Ihave not created the jinn and humankind but 
to (know and) worship Me (exclusively)” (Qur'an, 
51:56) 
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Three primary purposes for humans 


ew Belief — Awareness of God 


e Humans can acknowledge the testimony of the universe and 
creatures within it to the existence and unity of God. 


PA Worship — Recognition of God 


e Humans can express their limitations and love before the 
perfection and mercy of God through worship. 


PEI Relating — Knowledge of God 


e Humans can get to know God through study of the Qur’an 
and reflecting over the universe and revelation. 
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Conclusions 


e In the Islamic worldview, the human being is created in 
the most beautiful pattern, yet this nature could be 
corrupted by disbelief and bad deeds. 

e Human self (nafs) has no limits set to its powers so that 
through struggle human excellence could be 
achieved. 

e The world has three facets — it is a place of test with 
desires; fertile ground to cultivate good deeds and a 
exhibition hall to disolay God's Beautiful Names. 

e Human being is created to believe, get to know, love 
and worship God. 
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Belief in Angels 


e Belief in angels is definite and the second tenet in the 

list of six core beliefs of Islam. 

= “The Messenger believes what has been sent down to 
him from His Lord, and (so do) believers. Each one 
believes in Allah, His Angels, His Books and His 
Messengers...” (Qur'an, Baqara, 2:285) 

= “The Prophet said: It (faith) is to believe in God, His 
angels, His Books, His Apostles to believe in the Last Day 
and to believe in divine destiny, both the good and evil 
thereof...” (An-Nawawi, Forty Hadith, 2) 

= Belief in angels is listed in Article 84 in the Creed of Imam 
At-Tahawi. 
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There is abundance of life on 
earth in every environment 
without exception. 


If such abundance ot life is 
concentrated on this 
relatively tiny planet, then, in 
proportion to the vastness of 
the Universe, there must be 
other life forms across the 
Universe suitable for those 
environments. 


Therefore angels exist. 
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The infinite beauty and majesty of the 
Universe calls for a conscious response 
in the form of contemplation and 
servanthood. 


Humans can only partially fulfill this role. 


Another conscious being who Is 
capable of traversing stars without the 
limitation of soace and time must exist 
so that God's glory can be witnessed at 
every place and time. 


Therefore countless angels must exist to 
soan the whole creation and universe 
to witness the beauty and majesty of 
the God. 
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Proof of Angelic Existence 


e “Among His manifest signs is the creation of the 
heavens and the earth, and that He has dispersed in 
both of them living creatures. And He has full power 
to gather them together when He wills.” (42:29) 
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Nature of Angels 


e According to Islam angels are created from nur 
(luminous light). Therefore, they can travel in very high 
speeds. 

= “The angels and the Spirit ascend unto Him in a Day 
whereof the span is fifty thousand years.” (Qur'an, 
Ma’arig, 70:4) 

e There are countless angels in proportion to the size and 

the content of the universe. 


e We cannot see them with the naked eye, either 
because of their soeed or the light does not project as 
the normal light does. 
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Nature of Angels 


e Because of their luminous nature, they can have 
parallel projection and appear in more than one 
place ata time. 

= This is similar to sun’s image appearing in many 
transparent objects at the same time because of sun's 
luminosity. 

e The Prophet MuhammadP®"", for example, said that he 
saw Archangel Jibra’il in his true form covering the 
whole sky or in human form. 
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e Angels can also appear in human form. 


» Jibra’il came to the Prophet MuhammadP®¥" while he 
was among his Companions in the appearance of an 
unknown man with very white clothes and black harir. 

e The Qur'an talks about angels sent in human form to 
the Prophet AbrahampP®4" as messengers from God. 


= “There came Our messengers to Abraham with glad 
tidings. They said, "Peace!" He answered, "Peace!" and 


hastened to entertain them with a roasted calf.” 
(Qur'an, Hud, 11:69) 
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Nature of Angels 


e Angels do not gain promotion by endeavouring or 
through worship as humans can do. Each of them has 
a fixed, determined spiritual rank. 
= “There is not one of us (angels) but has his known place 

(or position)” (Qur'an, 37:164). 

e This is because angels are not in a position of test and 
responsibility unlike humans. 

e They also do not have a ‘nafs’, hence no physical 
desires like humans have. 
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Nature of Angels 


e Angels have no gender. They are neither male nor 
female. Consequently, they do not reproduce. 
e The Qur'an is critical of people classifying angels as 
females: 
= “And they make into females angels who themselves 
serve Allah. Did they witness their creation? Their 


evidence will be recorded, and they will be called to 
account!" (Qur'an, Zukhruf 43:19) 
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Nature of Angels 


e Angels follow all commands of God and do not have 
the capacity fo sin, 
= “who (angels) disobey not, (from executing) the 
commands they receive from God, but do that which 
they are commanded.” (Qur'an, Tahrem, 66:6) 


e However, angels are not robots. They have 
consciousness and intelligence. 

= “And when your Lord said to the angels: ‘Verily, | am going to 
place a Caliph (caretaker) on earth.’ They said ‘Will you place 
therein those who will make mischief therein and shed blood 
while we glorify You (God) with praises and thanks and sanctify 
You.’ He (God) said: ‘I know that which you do not know.” 
(Qur'an, Bagara 2:30) 


ISLAMIC SCIENCES AND RESEARCH ACADEMY OF AUSTRALIA 


DÍ Charles Sturt 


University 


Nature of Angels 


e Since angels do not have the option to sin their will 
power is a partial will power relative to the full freedom 
humans have in choosing between the options of 
good and evil. 

e Angels also make choices but their options are limited. 
They only have the option of following God's 
commands. 

e Importantly, they are following God's commands 
willingly. 
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Roles of Angels 


e Tawhid requires that angels have no creative powers; 
the Majesty of God requires veils to His creative acts. 

e Angels study in adoration both the physical (mulk) and 
spiritual (malakut) dimensions of God's Kingdom. 

e They get a satisfaction from observing the 
manifestations of God’s Grace and Majesty with every 
event happening in the universe. 

= “The thunder hymns His praise and (so do) the angels for 
awe of Him...” (Qur'an, Ra’d, 13:13} 
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Roles of Angels 


e Angels have both spiritual and physical roles within the 
universe. 

e The role of an angel varies depending on angel's rank. 
Some are pure worshippers while the worship of other 
classes may consist of being involved in some kind of 
work. 

e However, essentially all angels obey the commands of 
God Almighty (physical role) and worship and praise 
Him (spiritual role). 
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Roles of Angels 


e There is a hierarchy of ranks within each class of 
angels. 

e For example, while there is a superintendent angel 
appointed for all animals, there are lesser-ranked 
angels supervising each species of animals. 

= “And to God prostrate all that is in the heavens and alll 


that is in the earth, of the live moving creatures and the 
angels, and they are not proud.” (Qur'an, Nahl, 16:49) 
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Roles of Angels 


e The supervision of animals, for example, by angels is 
purely for God's sake, in His Name and by His Power. 


e Their supervision consists of the following acts of 
worship. 

= Observing and studying the manifestations of God's 
names and attributes in that species 

= Communication of the Divine commands to that species 
by inspiration 

= |n angelic tongue, represent the glorification, praises and 
exaltation of that soecies at the Court of God 


° “Nearly the heavens might rent asunder from above them 
(by His Majesty), and the angels glorify the praises of their 
Lord...” (Qur arn; Shura, 42:5) 
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Roles of Angels 


e “Just like humans are a community and they are the 
carriers, representatives and caretakers of the divine 
laws (shariah al ilahiyyah) which originate from God's 
attribute of Soeech (kalam); so too, angels are a large 
community and the worker angels are the carriers, 
representatives and caretakers of the natural laws 
(shariah al faqwiniyyah) which originate from God's 
attribute of Will (iradah).” (Nursi, S., Words, 2004) 


ISLAMIC SCIENCES AND RESEARCH ACADEMY OF AUSTRALIA 


DÍ Charles Sturt 


University 


Types of Angels 


e There are four archangels, 
"= Jibra’il (Gabriele) -> Revelation and Inspiration 
= Israfil (Raphael) -> Life giving 
= Mikha’il (Michael) -> Sustenance 
= Azra’il (Angle of Death) -> Life taking 
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Main Conclusions 


e Belief in angels is the second tenet of faith in Islam. 

e Angels are created trom light; they have no gender; 
they do not eat and drink not procreate like humans; 

e Angels have no creative powers. Tawhid requires that 
angels have no creative powers while the majesty of 
God requires veils to His acts and angels are such veils. 

e There are numerous angels who come in different 
classes and forms. 

e Existence of Jinn are acknowledge by the Qur'an. 
Their denial is tantamount to rejection of parts of the 
Qur'an and therefore disbelief. 
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The beginnings 


e The universe is created in truth and with profound 
purposes and with a fixed term 
= ‘We have not created the heavens and the earth 
and all that is between them save with truth and for 
an appointed term. But those who disbelieve turn 
away from that (Day of Judgment) about which they 
are warned.’ (Qur'an, Ahkaf, 46:3) 
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The beginnings 


e The universe (soace and time) did not exist. There 
was a definitive moment that marks the beginning 
of time. 


e When God decided to create the universe all it 
took was a command “be”. 


= ‘Verily, when He intends a thing, His Command is, 
"be", and itis!’ (Qur'an, Ya-Sin, 36:82) 

= ‘It is He who created the heavens and the earth in 
true (proportions): the day He said, "Be," behold! it is. 
His word is the truth.’ (Qur'an, An'am, 6:73) 
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The Big Bang 


e After a short time, the early universe 
started to glow separating the 
matter as observable and dark 
matter. 

= ‘Praise be to God, Who created the 
heavens and the earth, and made 
the darkness and the light. Yet those 
who reject faith hold (others) as 
equal, with their Guardian-Lord.’ 
(Qur'an, An'am, 6:1) 
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The Big Bang 


e After this instantaneous creation out 
of nothing space underwent a rapid 
expansion called the big bang. 


e Early universe consisted of a single 
lump of light, energy and matter. 
Seeds of galaxies were split from this 
single lump of primordial mass. 

= ‘Do not the Unbelievers see that the 
heavens and the earth were joined 
together (as one unit of creation), 
before we clove them asunder? ... 
Will they not then believe?’ (Qur'an, 


Anbiya, 21:30 
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The Big Bang 


e After the initial big bang the 
Universe has been expanding 
at a steady rate. 

«= ‘And it is We who have built 
the universe with power; and, 
verily, it is We who are steadily 
expanding it.’ (Qur'an, Zariyat, 
51:47) (Tr. M.Asad) 
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Universe unfolds 


e This expansion occurred in stages and the universe 
opened up like a rose or a roll in an orderly fashion. 
= ‘The Day that We roll up the heavens like a scroll rolled 

up for books (completed), even as We produced the 
first creation, so shall We produce a new one: a promise 
We have undertaken: truly shall We fulfil it.’ (Qur'an, 
Anbiya, 21:104) 

e In this unlayering of the universe, the cosmos is 


created in seven layers. 
= ‘He who has created seven heavens in full harmony 
with one another. No fault will you see in the creation of 
the Most Gracious. And turn your vision [upon it] once 
more: can you see any flaw?’ (Qur'an, Mulk, 67:3) 
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Universe settles 


e Cosmos is held together in a balance of matter, 
motion and forces. 
= ‘And the firmament has He raised high, and He has 
set up the balance.’ (Qur'an, Rahman, 55:7) 
e But this balance is maintained with forces that we 
cannot see. 


= ‘He [it is who] has created the skies without any 
supports that you could see...’ (Qur'an, Luqman, 
31:10) 
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The stars and solar system 


e The gaseous nebula and the 
cloud of matter to form the solar 
system were coalesced into the 
sun, the earth and other planets. 


= ‘Moreover He comprehended in 
His design the sky, and it had 
been (as) smoke: He said to it 
and to the earth: "Come you 
together, willingly or unwillingly." 
They said: "We do come 
(together), in willing 
obedience."’ (Qur'an, Fussilat, 
41:11) 
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The stars and solar system 


e As the other stars and celestial objects were 
created they were set in orderly motion according 
to set laws by God's commands. 

= ‘... the sun, the moon, and the stars obedient to His 
command (and laws). Know well that His is the 
creation and His is the command. Blessed and 
Supreme is God, the Lord of the worlds!’ (Qur'an, 
A'raf, 7:54) 

e Every celestial object follow their unique orbits. 

-= ‘Itis He Who created the Night and the Day, and the 
sun and the moon: all (the celestial bodies) swim 
along, each in its rounded course.’ (Qur'an, Anbiya, 
Palace) 
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The earth is being prepared 


e The creation of the cosmos including the earth took 
six stages (days). Apart from meaning a ‘day’, the 
word ‘yawm'’ also means a time period independent 
of the 24-hour cycle of an earthly day. (see 32:5, 
70:4) 

= ‘Indeed your Lord is God, Who has created the 
heavens and the earth in six days (stages), then He 
has established Himself on the Supreme Throne, 
covering the day with the night, each pursuing the 
other swiftly...” (Qur'an, A’raf, 7:54) 
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The earth is being prepared 


e The earth was created in 
a round shape. 
= ‘And after that He has 
soread out the earth in 
the egg-shape (dahaha)’ 
(Qur'an, Naziat, 79:30) 
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The earth is being prepared 


e Once the earth has cooled e—a ——— 
down, its crust was formed [ii ~ Slee 
in preparation for the 
development of life. 
= ‘And We have spread out 
the (spacious) earth: How 
excellently We do spread 
out!’ (Qur'an, Zariyat, 51:48) 
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The earth's magnetic field 
and atmosphere was raised 
as a protective shield for life 
on earth. 
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Life on earth 


e Life on earth is linked to water. 
This could mean that life first 
originated in water or the fact 
that every living creature Is 
largely water. 

= ‘Do not the Unbelievers see 
that ... We made from water 
every living thing. Will they not 
then believe?’ (Qur'an, 
Anbiya, 21:30) 





ISLAMIC SCIENCES AND RESEARCH ACADEMY OF AUSTRALIA 


DÍ Charles Sturt 


University 


Life on earth 


e The way God creates things on earth is both 
originally and then repetition trom the same design 
template. 

= ‘Say: "It is God Who originates creation and repeats it: 
then how are ye deluded away (from the truth)?’ 
(Qur'an, Yunus, 10:34) See also 27:64, 29:19, 30:11, 
Ors 
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Life on earth 


e Livings things are originally 
created in pairs. 

= ‘And of everything We have 
created pairs: That you may 
receive instruction.’ (Qur'an, 
Zariyat, 51:49) 

= ‘Glory be to Him Who created 
pairs of all things, of what the 
earth grows, and of their kind 
and what they do not know.’ 
(Qur'an, Ya-Sin, 36:36) 
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Life on earth 


e While life has originated from water and relies on 
water, God created everything in diversity. 


= ‘Do you not see that God sends down water from the 
sky? Then We bring forth with it produce of various 
colours (shapes and taste); and in the mountains 
there are streaks of white and red, of various colours, 
as well as raven-black; and likewise human beings, 
and wild creatures, and cattle, diverse are their 
colours. Of all His servants, only those possessed of 
true knowledge stand in awe of God. Surely God Is 
All-Glorious with irresistible might, All-Forgiving’ 
(Qur'an, Fatir,35:27-28) 
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Life on earth 


e God created everything in due proportion and 
guided them to their perfect form and purpose. 
= ‘Glorify the name of your Guardian-Lord Most High, 
Who had created, and further, given order and 
proportion, Who had ordained laws and granted 
guidance.’ (Qur'an, A'la, 87:1-3) 
e God created animals and spread them throughout 
the earth. 
= ‘in the beasts of all kinds that He scatters through 
the earth...’ (Qur'an, Baqara, 2:164) 


ISLAMIC SCIENCES AND RESEARCH ACADEMY OF AUSTRALIA 


DÍ Charles Sturt 


University 


Creation of human being 


e After creating everything complete and in the most 
beautiful way, the creation of human being started 
from the essence of earth. 

= ‘He Who has made everything which He has created 
most good (ahsan): He began the creation of man 
with (nothing more than) clay.’ (Qur'an, 32:7) 
¢ God created humanity from a single human soul. 


= ‘O mankind! Be conscious of your Sustainer, who has 
created you out of one living entity, and out of It 
created its mate, and out of the two spread abroad a 
multitude of men and women...!’ (Qur'an, Nisa, 4:1) 
(Tr. M. Asad) 
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Creation of human being 


¢ God not only created human being 
originally and all life on earth, but He 
continues to create every individual 
human being. 


= ‘Man We did create from a quintessence (of 
clay); Then We placed him as (a drop of) 
sperm in a place of rest, firmly fixed; Then 
We made the sperm into a clot of 
congealed blood; then of that clot We 
made a (foetus) lump; then we made out of 
that lump bones and clothed the bones with 
flesh; then we developed out of it another 
creature. So blessed be God, the best to 
create!’ (Qur'an, Mu'minun, 23:12-14) 
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Creation of human being 


e God also created human 
being in different races. 


= ‘And among His Signs is the 
creation of the heavens 
and the earth, and the 
variations in your 
languages and your 
colours: verily in that are 
Signs for those who know.’ 
(Qur'an, Rum, 30:22) 
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Creation of human being 


e Human being is honoured and 
given additional qualities and 
machinery above the rest of 
created beings. 

= ‘We have honored the sons of 


Adam; provided them with 
transport on land and sea; given g 
them for sustenance things good > — 
and pure; and conferred on BY e m 
them special favours, above a = 3 
great part of our creation.’ s 


(Qur'an, Isra, 17:70) 
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Origin of Evolution Theory 


e Charles Darwin published “On the 

Origin of Species” in 1859. 
= This work did not talk about human 
evolution at all. 

e In 1871, Darwin published the 
“Descent of Man” solely focusing on 
the evolution of human beings. 

e Since then Evolution Theory has 
been hotly debated unlike any other 
theory. 
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Why the big fuss¢ 


e Evolution Theory challenged religious texts and their 
truth claims. 
= |t explained biological life on earth from a science 
perspective without taking God into account. 
= Accordingly, living being were evolving from one 
another rather than deliberate creation of God. 


= Claiming that human being evolved from apes 
challenged ‘Adam and Eve’ proposition of religious 
(Abrahamic faith) texts including the Qur'an. 
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Why the big fuss¢ 


e Over time, people resoonded in 
three ways 


1. Some people abandoned religion. 


2. Desperate to cling on their faith 
especially Christians attacked the 
theory as false and supported the 
“creation” belief. 

° Scopes Trial in Tennessee in 1925 that 
banned teaching of evolution in 
schools and universities. 

3. Some people thought they could 
accept Evolution Theory and say 
that God creates through Evolution. 
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Why the big fuss¢ 


e Evolution Theory emerged as a result of a search for 
a scientific basis of life on earth. 

e In 19 century, it was accepted by science that the 
Universe had no beginning and no end, but 
biological life had to be explained as the earth 
definitely had a beginning. 

= Big Bang showed that universe had a beginning. 

e There was no scientific explanation for life so people 
of religion had a strong argument for God. 

e If there was a scientific explanation for life on earth 
then there was no need for a “creative God”. 
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Why the big fuss¢ 


e Evolution Theory introduced concepts like natural 
selection and adaptation to explain the origin and 
diversity of life. 

e The theory seemed to be supported by facts of 
fossil records and the observed similarities and 
minor differences between species of animals. 

e Media covered (and still cover) fantastic stories 
about discoveries supporting evolution. 

= |n 2010 for example, there was an article on National 


Geographic for yet another discovery of footprints 
pointing to creatures that walked on the beach. 
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What is Evolution theory? 


e Evolution Theory is the formation of new species of 
life by chance from an original single cell organism. 


e Itis change in the gene pool of a population from 
generation to generation by such processes as 
mutations, genetic drift and natural selection. 

«= Mutation - A sudden departure from the parent type 
in one or more heritable characteristics, caused by a 
change in a gene or a chromosome. 

= Genetic Drift - Random changes in the frequency of 
alleles in a gene pool, usually of small populations. 


e An allele is any of several forms of a gene, usually 


arising through mutation responsible for hereditary 
variation. 
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What is Evolution theory? 


= Natural Selection — The ubiquitous process by which 
forms of life having traits that better enable them to 
adapt to specific environmental pressures survive 
over other species. 

° Those species who can compete in the face of 
predators, changes in climate, or struggle for food or 
mates, will tend to survive and reproduce in greater 
numbers than others of their kind. 

° Thus ensuring the perpetuation of those favorable traits 
(genes) in succeeding generations. 
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Evolution does not equal science 


e There are three main problems associated with 
the debate surrounding Evolution Theory 
e First problem is that Evolution Theory is equated 
with science. 
e As a result, critiquing evolution theory is viewed 
tantamount to being against science. 
= Certainly people have opposed to Evolution 
Theory in the past and do so In our time on 
religious grounds. 
= But in our time main critique to Evolution Theory is 
made within the framework of science. 
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Evolution does not equal science 


e No one is objecting to the fact that life on 
earth has originated millions of years ago 
and over time enormous changes occurreq 
on the planet with species being extinct 
and new species emerging. 

e The real debate is with what mechanism this 
change occurred. 

e In other words, does the mechanisms of 
Evolution Theory postulated by Darwin 
explain all aspects of life changes on earth? 
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Evolution does not equal science 


e Critiques of Evolution 
Theory argue that | | rade us! We evolved by 
“Intelligent Design” is Be Chance “toon snowflakes? I 
more reasonable and rae 5 
better explains facts. 


Dont be absucd ! Nobody \ 
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Problem of experimentation 


e Second problem is the issue of experimentation 
which is the fundamental aspect of a hypothesis to 
be confirmed as a theory. 


e Evolutionists critique Intelligent Design as something 
that cannot be measured and tested with 
experiments. 

e Neither does the Evolution Theory... 

e So, inevitably, we get out of the realm of 
observation and experimentation. 


= No one has witnessed or can repeat the origin of life 
on earth or how the first bird, for example, came to 
be. 
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False belief of religion-science conflict 


e Third problem is the assumption that religion is 
always against science. 

e This argument starts with the conflict between 
Galileo (d. 1642) and the Catholic church and 
selectively shows how religious people tried to limit 
science in history. 

e However, in history there are also science 
motivated by religious people. 

= Many Muslim scientists through middle ages, e.g. Ibn 
Haitham (d. 1040), Ibn Sina (d. 1037) 


= Newton (d. 1727), Faraday (d. 1867) as believing 
European scientists. 
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False belief of religion-science conflict 


There’s no such 


e Furthermore, bigotry that limits 
science also comes from non- climate change! l 
religious ideologies. = 
= Soviet Russia was against 
genetic science during Stalin 
era. 
= Climate change deniers usually 
come from capitalist circles. 
e It is certain that bigotry stifles 
science, but such bigotry can 
also come from secular circles. 
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What evolution theory cannot explain 


e How did life originated from 
inorganic matter on Earth? 


e Complex nano-structures in 
cells. 


= There are thousands of 
machinery that all have to be 
present for a cell to survive. 
How did these form? 
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What evolution theory cannot explain 


e Animal migrations. For example, 
Sea Turtles leave Japan as 
babies travel trough Pacific 
Ocean and return back to 
Japan to reproduce. 

e Altruistic behavior in animals. 

= Arab birds in Middle Eastern 
desert do everything together 
like an well organised 
community. They share food. 
They take turns in guarding the 
flock. 
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Evolution of human beings 





e The discussion so far regarding 
the difficulty in adaptation, 
mutations and natural 
selection to create new 
species applies to humans as 
well. 


e There are six fundamental 
differences between apes and 
humans that are not 
advantageous from a physical 
survival perspective. 
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Evolution of human beings 


1. Walking upright. 
= |t frees up hands. 

2. Highly versatile hands with a thumb 
that can touch all fingers. 
= Enables hands to produce arts and 

crafts and writing. 

3. Human larynx is low on the throat 
and one passage is used for both 
breathing and eating. 
= This is very important for soeech. 
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Evolution of human beings 


4. Excessively large andcomplex 
brain. a 
= Important for knowledge and 

language. 

5. Numerous emotions and 
ability to express the emotions 3 
on the human face. sin | 
= Important for communication 

and spiritual expression. 


6. Loss of fur. 
4. Enable dressing and covering 
the body. 
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Conclusions 


e The Qur'an gives a detailed narrative about how 
the universe, the earth and life including human 
life came about. 

e This narrative is remarkably accurate and in line 
with the established scientific facts. 

e Evolution theory is an scientifically and logically 
invalid explanation of life on earth. 

e Life on earth can be more completely explained 
as a creation of God as in the Islamic worldview. 
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Islamic Worldview and Faith 
Essentials 


Lecture 8 
Revelation, the Qur'an and the previous 
scriptures 
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Types of revelation 


e According to the Qur'an, there are no limits to the 
words of God. 
= “If all the trees of the earth were pens and the whole 
see (were ink), with seven more seas added thereto, 
the words of God would not be exhausted in writing. 
Surely, God is All-Glorious, the All-Wise” (Qur'an, 
Luqman, 31:27) 
e In its broadest definition, revelation (wahy) means 
God's communication with all his creation in the 
Universe including human beings. 
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Types of revelation 


e There are four types of revelation 
(wahy) 


e Natural Laws - ‘verses of 
creation’ 

= “And He [it is who] applied His 
design to the skies, which were 
[yet but] smoke; and He said to 
them and to the earth, “Come 
[into being], both of you, willingly 
or unwillingly!” - fo which both 
resoonded, “We do come in 
obedience.” (Qur'an, Fussilat, 
41:11) (Tr. M.Asad) 
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Types of revelation 


¢ Animal instincts — Inspiration to 
animals in order to guide them to 
fulfil purposes greater than what 
animals can conceive, plan and 
implement themselves: 


= “And your Lord inspired the bee, saying: 
‘take your habitations in the mountains 
and in the trees and in what they erect. 
Then eat of all fruits and follow the ways of 
your Lord made easy (for you).’ There 
comes forth from their bellies, a drink of 
varying colour wherein is healing for men. 
Verily in this is indeed a sign for people 
who think.” (Qur'an, Nahl, 16:68-69) 
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Types of revelation 


¢ Inspiration to human heart 
— Divine guidance through 
human conscience, 
= “It is not fitting for a man 

that God should speak to 
him except by 
inspiration...” (Qur'an, 
Shura, 42:51) 
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Types of revelation 


e Prophetic revelation (wahy) 
to an appointed Messenger. 7 ie 
This is the highest form of 3 eet = 


Vk “bey [Naga serves of tastes ses Inv abe seal Lae 


revelation. 
=“... or from behind a veil, or 
by the sending of a 
messenger to reveal, with 
God's permission, what God 
wills for He is Most High, Most 
Wise” (Qur'an, Shura, 42:51) 
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Holy Books of Revelation 


e The Qur'an mentions that God has revealed four 

major holy books: 

1. The Torah to Moses (pbuh) 

2. The Psalms to David (pbuh) 

3. The Gospel to Jesus (pbuh) 

4. The Qur'an to Muhammad (pbuh) 
“altis He Who has sent down the Book (Qur'an) to you 
(with truth, confirming what came before it. And he sent 


down the Tawrat (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel).” 
(Qur’an, Imran, 3:3) 


“and to David We gave Zabur (the Psalms).” 
(Qur’an, Nisa, 4:163) 
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Holy Books of Revelation 


e The name of the Qur'an comes from the Qur'an 
itself. 
= “Ramadhan is the (month) in which was sent down 
the Qur'an, as a guide (6% ) to mankind, also clear 
(Signs) (4%) for guidance and judgment (cl&3all) ...” 
(Qur'an, Baqara, 2:185) 
e The Qur'an also mentions ‘scrolls’ (suhuf) revealed 
to other prophet like Abraham (pbuh). 
= “This is surely contained in the former Scrolls (4553). 


The Scrolls of Abraham and Moses.” (Qur'an, A’la, 
87:18-19) 
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Holy Books of Revelation 


e The Qur'an supersedes all previous revelations. 
= “We do not abrogate any verse or omit it but We 
bring one better than it or the like of it. Do you not 
know that God has full power over everything?” 
(Qur'an, Baqara, 2:106) 

e Muslim scholars are also in general consensus that 
the existing versions of previous revelations may 
have been altered over time. 

1. Having lost sections or all of the text 

2. Scribe errors 

3. Translation errors 

4. Deliberate changes to support theological positions 
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-= 6,238 verses (ayah) 


e The verse count may 
vary depending on 
how the verses are 
counted without any 
change in the actual 


Charles Sturt 
Wí University 


30 equal parts (juz) 
604 pages (suhuf) 
114 chapters (sura) 





text. 
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Process of revelation 


¢ The Qur'an was revealed gradually over the 23 
years during the mission of the Prophet 
Muhammad. 

¢ The manner of revelation was various. 


= The revelation would come either in a trance or 
the visitation of the angel Gabriel. Rarely, it 
would come in dreams. 

= He described that sometimes he would hear 
sounds similar to the ringing of bells. 

= He would have visible signs of trance with his 
body sweating and getting heavy. 


= He was conscious throughout the revelation. 
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Process of revelation 


e There was no standard way the Qur’anic text 
were revealed. 

e Sometimes a single verse would be revealed, 
sometimes a collection of verses and in other 
times a complete chapter would be revealed. 

e Although revelation did not come in the current 
order of the book, it followed the trajectory of 
the evolving Muslim community. 


= The current order of chapters was set by the 
Prophet through revelation. 
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Process of revelation 


e Revelation usually came either to prepare the 
Prophet and Muslims for an important event and 
milestone or in response to an incident or questions. 

e This revelation style had benefits. 

= Revealed verses would be remembered easier 

= Verses could be understood better because of the 
context of the real time and place 

= Teachings could be applied gradually and in real life 
making its application permanent 

e However, when the Qur'an is read today it has a 
more timeless feel rather than addressing specific 
issues of its time. 
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Collection of the Qur’an 


e There is consensus among Muslims that the 
present copy of the Qur'an is the authentic one 
that the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) passed on 
immediately to his companion Muslims during 
his lifetime. 


e This position is usually justified in terms of the 
strategy that the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) 
followed and the deliberate actions taken by 
the early Caliphs to preserve the Qur'an as a 
single authoritative book. 
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Collection of the Qur'an 


e The Qur'an was preserved in three different 
ways during the lifetime of the Prophet 
Muhammad. 

-= Written records — When a new revelation was 
received, he would recite it to a scribe, who 
would write it on a parchment, animal skin or 
whatever material they could find. 
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Collection of the Qur'an 


e Systematic memorisation — The Prophet asked his 
companions to memorise passages of the Qur'an 
that had been revealed to date. As a result, 
hundreds of people knew the whole Qur'an by 
heart and thousands more memorised large chunks 
of it. 

e A control mechanism - Every year in the month of 
Ramadan, Prophet would recite the whole Qur’an 
in the audience of Muslims who in turn would check 
their written copies and what they knew by heart. 
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Collection of the Qur'an 


e After the death (632CE) of the Prophet MUhammad 
(pbuh), the Qur'an was collected into a volume 
within a year in the tenure of Caliph Abu Bakr (d. 
644). 

e This volume was produced as a public project and 
was managed by the chief scribe of the Prophet 
Zayd Ibn Thabit. 

= Zayd was stipulated by the caliph to get two witnesses 
from the companions who could produce written 
copies for each verse. 

e This volume was kept with Abu Bakr and then with 
Omar. After Omar's death in 644, it was kept with 


Hafsa, Omar's daughter and the wife of the Prophet. 
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Collection of the Qur'an 


e Meanwhile, people kept on relying on their 
memorisation abilities, public recitations, teachings 
of the Qur'an to learn it from scholarly companions 
who knew the whole Qur'an by heart. 


e Companions and others produced their personal 
copies of the Qur'an or sections of it. This was alright 
as the companions were still alive. 

e About 20 years after the Prophet's death, during 
the tenure of 3rd Calioh Othman disputes arose 
between people as to the way Qur'an should be 
recited. 
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Collection of the Qur'an 


e Othman commissioned Zayd Ibn Thabit once again 
to lead a committee to produce standard copies of 
the Qur'an in the Meccan dialect. 

e Eight master copies were made from the original 
that was compiled at the time of Abu Bakr. 

= Othman asked Zayd to write the text in the Meccan 
dialect whenever there was a possibility to read the 
words in more than one Arabic dialect. 

e These copies were sent to major centres in the 
Muslim world and existing copies were asked to be 
destroyed. 
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Content of the Qur'an 


e According to tafsir scholar Prof Suat Yildirim, the 
Qur'an revolves around a central axis that 
permeates through the whole book like a spirit. 

e This axis is: 

= The calling of all humans to the belief and worship of 
one God using their reason and free will. Although 
God has created all people as servants to God 
without asking them first, He is inviting humanity to 
accept the honourable role of servanthood willingly 
while at the same time informing them of the 
permanence of life after death and the transience of 
the worldly life with its happiness and tribulations. 
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Content of the Qur'an 


e Scholars generally agree that there are four key 
themes covered in the Qur'an throughout the 
whole book. 

1. Tawhid (Monotheism) — The Qur'an describes 
God, His existence and unity. The concept of God 
and God's attributes are mentioned in many 
places in the Qur'an. People are warned about 
the ways of falling into shirk (associating partners 
with God). 
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Content of the Qur'an 


2. Risalah (Prophethood) -The Qur'an describes the 
need for prophets, their responsibilities and 
struggles in the way of God. It does not tell stories 
of prophets in great length, rather, it highlights the 
essential aspects of their stories that point to the 
essential principles of life and humanity. 
Sometimes, a particular story is examined from 
more than one angle to indicate different 
aspects and principles. 
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Content of the Qur'an 


3. Resurrection — The Qur'an proves the existence 
of resurrection by directing our attention to the 
continued resurrection that happens around us 
in nature. It also describes details of life after 
death. 
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Content of the Qur'an 


4. Justice - Every commandment of God 
contained in the Qur'an directs humanity to find 
the Sirat-al Mustaqeem (the straight & balanced 
path) in one’s personal and social life. Ilam also 
enjoins an endeavour to reach a wholesome 
balance in one’s emotions, thought, beliefs and 
devotional and social conduct. 
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Example 


e Let's try this on a short chapter of the Qur'an, A'la 
(chapter 87 -7 lines of the Qur'an) 


= “Glorify the name of your Guardian-Lord Most High, 
[tawhid]Who has created, and further, given order 
and proportion; [tawhid, adalah] Who has ordained 
laws. [tawhid, adalah] And granted guidance; 
[adalah, risalah] And Who brings out the (green and 
luscious) pasture, And then makes it (but) swarthy 
stubble. [tawhid] By degrees shall We teach you to 
declare (the Message}, so you shall not forget, 
[adalah, risalah] Except as God wills: For He knows 
what is manifest and what is hidden. [tawhid] 
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Example (cont) 


= “And We will make it easy for you (to follow) the 
simple (Path). [tawhid] The admonition will be 
received by those who fear (God): But it will be 
avoided by those most unfortunate ones, [adalah, 
risalah] Who will enter the Great Fire, [akhirah] And 
glorify the name of their Guardian-Lord, and (lift their 
hearts) in prayer. [tawhid, adalah] Nay (behold), you 
orefer the life of this world; But the Hereafter is better 
and more enduring. [akhirah, adalah] And this is in 
the Books of the earliest (Revelation),- The Books of 
Abraham and Moses.” [risalah] 
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How Muslims view the Qur'an 


e All Muslims believe that the Qur'an is the literal Word 
of God and that the Prophet Muhammad had no 
part in its authorship. His role was as a conveyor and 
teacher. 

e The Prophet Muhammad's own worlds are 
collected separately in hadith books. 

e Muslims believe that the Qur'an is the word of God 
mainly because: 

1. The extraordinary literary composition of the Qur'an 
2. The extraordinary content of the Qur'an 


3. The unique relationship of the Qur'an with the 
Proohet Muhammad (pbuh) 
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Extraordinary literary composition 


e "You did not read any book before, nor did you 
write one with your right hand, for then those 
who say untrue things would have doubted." 
(Qur'an, Ankabut, 29:48) 


e "We have not instructed the (Prophet) in poetry, 
nor is it meet for him: this is no less than a 


Message and a Qur'an making things clear.” 
(Qur'an, Yasin, 36:69) 
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Extraordinary literary composition 


e “And if you are in doubt as to what We have 
revealed from time to time to Our servant, then 
produce a Sura like thereunto; and call your 
witnesses or helpers (If there are any) besides 
God, if your (doubts) are true.” (Qur'an, Baqara, 
2:23) 

e "and if it was from any other than God, they 
would have found in it many discrepancies.’ 
(Qur'an, Nisa, 4:82) (Tr. Y.Ali) 
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Extraordinary content 


e “The Romans have been defeated in a land 
close by. But even after this defeat, they will be 
victorious within a few years, with God is the 
command in the past and in the future.” 
(Qur'an, Romans, 30:2-4) 

e “Itis He Who has sent His Messenger with 
Guidance and the Religion of Truth, to proclaim 
it over all religion: and enough is God for a 
Witness.” (Qur'an, Fath, 48:28) 


e Scientific verses mentioned in the previous 
lectures. 
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The Qur'an to the Prophet 


e "Surely, We have revealed the Quran and we 
will most surely be its guardian." (Qur'an, Hijr, 
15:9) 

e "And if he (Muhammad) had fabricated against 
us some of the sayings, We would certainly 
have seized him by the right hand, then We 
would most certainly have cut of his aorta." 
(Qur'an, Hakkah, 69:44-46) 

e "God pardon you! Why did you give them leave 
until Those who spoke the truth had become 
manifest to you and you had known the liars?" 
(Qur'an, Tauba, 9:43) 
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Conclusions 


e Muslims believe in the Qur'an to be the word of God. 


e However, this belief does not (and should not) rest on 
faith alone. 


e Since the Qur'an is the most extraordinary in its 
eloguence, composition; 


e And that the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was not 
educated or known to be practicing poetry or prose; 


e And since the Qur'an challenges people to produce a 
chapter like it and that people have not been able to; 


e Then, there are strong arguments and proofs that the 
Author of the Qur'an is not a human being. 
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Prophets and Religion 


e “This majestic universe, its complexity and 
innumerable purposes and art displayed in it show 
that its Maker creates with infinite knowledge. 

e The one who knows speaks in matters pertaining to 
areas that falls in his knowledge. 

e Therefore, God will soeak. 

e God will soeak to a being who Is conscious and is 
able to speak in return. 

e Since human beings are the most comprehensive 
of all conscious beings, God will certainly soeak to 
humans...” 
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Prophets and Religion 


e "Amongst humans, God will soeak to the one who 
is most worthy to carry God's Word and the one 
who can competently convey and represent God's 
Word to other people. 


e God will therefore speak to the illustrious chain of 
God’s messengers. 

e Since both friend and foe testify to the his faith, 
truthfulness and high morals, surely God will also 
speak to the Prophet MuUhammadP®¥".” 

Said Nursi (Letters, 19t Letter) 
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Prophets and Religion 


e The human being has two sides: 
= One side looks at huwa (He) and gives rise to spiritual 
needs and makes him pursue higher purposes and 
goals 
= One side looks at ana (egotistic self) that looks at his 
ohysical needs and desires that makes him pursue 
earthly goals 
e The human nature also has emotions and powers 
that have no limits so that human beings can 
flourish and release great potential through a 
lifelong struggle. 
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Prophets and Religion 


e This produces innumerable permutations of human 
behaviour and countless situations related to 
human affairs. 

e Infinite knowledge is required to determine the right 
course of action and find balance in inner life, 
interpersonal and social relationships. 


e Since this is beyond humans, God will guide human 
beings by sending a din (religious path) with a 
appointed messenger. 
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Judeo-Christian view of history of religion 


e Judaism, Christianity and Islam are usually included 
together as the three Abrahamic faiths. 

e Jerald F Dirks in his book “The Cross and the 
Crescent” says that in the Judeo-Christian view of 
the history of religion. the way God relates to 
humanity goes through an evolution of covenant. 
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Judeo-Christian view of history of religion 


e In Judaism, God enters in a covenant with humans 
through a succession of Prophets: 


e Nogahidic laws are given to Noahpeun 

e A pivotal turn in the way God relates to humans as 
God enters info a proto-covenant with 
Abrahamp®’" signified by the circumcision 

e God enters in full covenant with the Jewish nation 
through MosesPeuh 

e All subsequent Prophets call Jews to fulfil the 
covenant 
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Judeo-Christian view of history of religion 


e With JesusP©¥" there is another pivotal turn in history 
and the way God relates to humanity. 


e Out of love for humanity, JesusP®¥" is sacrificed for the 
sins of the world. 


e God's covenant is altered and salvation in only 
through JesusPeun 


e Hence, according to Judeo-Christian perspective, 
Islam is a deviation from the Judeo-Christian tradition. 
It is a hybrid of Judaism and Christianity. 

e Note that there are some Christians who see the 


Prophet MuhammadP®¥) as a true prophet sent to 
Arabs to guide Arabs to God. 
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Qur'anic view of history of religion 


e Islamic perspective of the evolution of God's religion is 
somewhat different to the Judeo-Christian narrative. 


e According to the Qur'an, God revealed only one 
religion since humans first appeared on earth. 


e Therefore there is only one primordial religion of God 
and this is called ‘Islam’ — a way devoted to one God 
with a core message, ‘believe in God, worship God 
and do good’. 

= “Not an apostle did We send before you without this 
inspiration sent by Us to him: that there is no god but l; 


therefore worship and serve Me.” (Qur'an, Anbiya, 
21:25) 
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Qur'anic view of history of religion 


e Messengers of God called people to this core 
message throughout human history. 


e AbrahamP®¥) is quoted in the Qur'an: 


= “Our Lord! Make us Muslims, submissive to You, and 
of our offspring, a community Muslim, submissive to 
You. Show us our rites of worship and accept our 
repentance. Surely You are the One Who accepts 
repentance and returns it with liberal forgiveness and 
additional reward, the All-Compassionate.” (Qur'an, 
Bagara, 2:128) 
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Qur'anic view of history of religion 


e In the Qur’anic narrative, Islam began with first man 
and Prophet AdamP®"" and evolved by progressive 
revelations of God. 

= “When We substitute one revelation for another,- and 


God knows best what He reveals (in stages)...” (Qur'an, 
Nahl, 16:101) 
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Qur’anic view of history of religion 


e Noaheeeh, Abrahame®’'" and MosesP®¥" all preached 
the pristine, yet evolving, religion of Islam. 


= “The same religion has He established for you as that 
which He enjoined on Noah - the which We have sent 
by inspiration to you - and that which We enjoined on 
Abraham, Moses, and Jesus: Namely, that ye should 
remain steadfast in religion, and make no divisions 
therein...” (Quran, Shura, 42:13) 


e God has sent prophets to all nations around the 
world. 


= “For We assuredly sent amongst every nation an 
apostle, (with the Command), "Serve God, and eschew 
Evil®...” (Qur'an, Nahl, 16:36) 
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Qur'anic view of history of religion 


e Each prophet entered into a covenant with their 
followers. So there were multiple covenants 
= “Behold! God took the covenant of the prophets, 

saying: "I give you a Book and Wisdom; then comes 
to you an apostle, confirming what is with you; do 
you believe in him and render him help." God said: 
"Do you agree, and take this my Covenant as binding 
on you?" They said: "We agree." He said: "Then bear 
witness, and | am with you among the witnesses.” ” 
(Qur'an, Al-Imran, 3:81) 
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Qur'anic view of history of religion 


e In time, Israelites, for example, distorted key aspects 
of Islam and codified if as another religion called 
Judaism. 

= “But because of their breach of their covenant, We 
cursed them, and made their hearts grow hard; they 
change the words from their (right) places and forget 
a good part of the message that was sent them...” 
(Qur'an, Ma’idah 5:13) 

e Subsequent prophets were sent to Israelites to bring 
Jews back to Islam from Judaism. 
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Qur'anic view of history of religion 


e The last of such Israelite messengers, JesusP®Yh the 
Messiah, was born of the Virgin Mary. (Qur'an, Al- 
Imran, 3:45-47). 


e In time, Jesus’ message was also distorted with 
Trinitarian concepts around the alleged crucifixion of 
Jesus giving birth to Christianity (Qur'an, Zukhruf, 
43:63-65). 

e Thereafter, the Prophet MUhammadP®"" was sent 
with the final and complete culmination of God's 
message to bring people back to the pristine religion 
of God, Islam. 
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Rasul- Messenger of Goq 


e Rasul is a messenger of God with a new revelation 
that alters God's laws that was sent to a previous 
messenger. 

e In the Qur'an, four such messengers are specifically 
mentioned as rasuls — MosesP®¥", DavidPeuh, 
JesusP©4) and MuhammadPe), 

e Messengers (rasuls) make significant changes to the 
laws but not the theology. 
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Nabiyy — Prophet of God 


e Nabiyy is an appointed prophet of God with a 
revelation that does not alter laws set by the 
previous messenger (rasul). 

e They call people back to belief in one God and 
invite people to follow previous set of laws. 

e Prophets sent after MosesP©¥ confirming his laws 
are an example. 

¢ |tisimportant to note that a rasul can also be 
called a nabiyy. 
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Ulu al- Azm Messengers 


¢ Ulu al-’azm rasul is a messenger who had extremely 
difficult task at hand and hence he had to display 
extraordinary determination and patience. 


= “Be patient, just as greatest determined (ulu’! azm) 
Messengers were patient and do not seek to hasten 
(the judgement on) them... ” (Qur'an, Ahkaf, 46:35) 


e They steered humanity at pivotal times in history. 
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Ulu al- Azm Messengers 


e Most Muslim scholars have identified the five 
mentioned in the following verse as ulu al-’azm 
messengers: 

= “And (remember) when We took from the Prophets 
(nabiyyeen) their covenant, and from you (O 
Muhammad) and from Noah, Abraham, Moses and 
Jesus son of Mary We took from them a solemn 
covenant.” (Qur'an, Ahzab, 33:7) 

= See also 42:13 for the same five messengers being 
mentioned 
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Who is greater? 


e Believers are asked not to differentiate between the 
messengers of God: 
» “Say: We believe in God, and the revelation given to 

Us, and to Abraham, Ismail, Isaac, Jacob, and the 
Tribes, and that given to Moses and Jesus, and that 
given to (all) prophets from their Lord: We make no 
difference between one and another of them..." 
(Qur'an, Baqara, 2:136) (Tr. Yusuf Ali) 
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Who is greater? 


e Yet, in the court of God, they are unique and they 
may have differing ranks defending on the role that 
they fulfil: 

= “Those apostles We endowed with gifts, some above 
others: To one of them God spoke; others He raised to 
degrees (of honour); to Jesus the son of Mary We 
gave clear (Signs), and strengthened him with the 
holy spirit...” (Qur'an, Baqara, 2:253) (Tr. Yusuf Ali) 

e So, we do not differentiate between prophets while 
in the court of God they are at different degrees. 
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Number of Prophets 


e The Prophet MuhammadP®vh is the final ring on the 
chain of Prophethood: 
» “... (Muhammad is) the Messenger of God and the 
Seal of the Prophets: and God has full knowledge of 
all things.” (Qur'an, Ahzab, 33:40) 
e According to some hadith narrations trom the 
Prophet there were more than 100,000 prophets 
sent to humanity over time. 


= “Before you We sent (apostles) to many nations...” 
(Qur'an, An'am, 6:42) (See also 16:36) 
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Number of Prophets 


e The Qur'an mentions 28 names. 
= 25 are mentioned as Prophets. 
= The prophethood of three of them (Luqman, Khidir, 
Zhul-Qarnayn) is not specifically mentioned. 
e There is a consensus of Muslim scholars that no 
woman has been sent as a Prophet. 


= While a few women such as Mary, Moses’ mother 
and Pharaoh's wife received a form of revelation 
(wahy). The Qur'an does not name them as prophets. 
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Attributes of prophets 


1. Communication (tabligh): The prophets always 
communicate the message of God without 
distortion. 


2. Trustworthiness (amn): Prophets are truthful and 
trustworthy. 

3. Faithfulness (sidq): Prophets are sincere in every 
action. They do not seek recognition nor do they 
ask wages to fulfil their role. 
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Attributes of prophets 


4. Intelligence (fatanah): Prophets are highly 
intellectual people. They call people to religion 
with wisdom and with kindness. They never force 
people into belief. 

5. Infallibility (ismah): Prophets are infallible 
individuals. They do not sin. Being the appointed 
officers of God on earth, all prophets were 
supported by Divine miracles 
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Roles of prophets 


1. From time to time mankind lapsed back to non- 
belief. The Prophets were sent to restore belief in 
one God. 


2. Prophets were sent to guide people to the service 
and worship of God. 

3. Prophets taught people God's laws so that they 
may live happily in this world and attain eternal 
happiness in the hereafter. 
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Roles of prophets 


4. Prophets provided leadership to humanity in 
finding a balance between this world and the 
next. 

5. The prophets were God's witnesses on earth. 

6. Humanity needs perfect examples of what God 
wants in a human being. Prophets proved to be 
model human beings for people to emulate. 


ISLAMIC SCIENCES AND RESEARCH ACADEMY OF AUSTRALIA 


DÍ Charles Sturt 


University 


Role of the Prophet Muhammad 


e “O Prophet, Surely We have sent you as a witness 
and as a bearer of good news and as a warner.” 
(Qur'an, Ahzab, 33:45) 

e “Certainly God conferred a benefit upon the 
believers when He raised among them a Messenger 
from among themselves, reciting to them His 
communications and purifying them, and teaching 
them the Book and the wisdom...” (Qur'an, Al- 
Imran, 3:164) 
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Importance of Sunnah 


e “You have indeed in the Messenger of God a 
beautiful pattern (iia ol) for any one whose hope 
is in God and the Final Day, and who engages 
much in the Praise of God. (Qur'an, Ahzab, 33:21) 


e "Itis not fitting for a believer, man or woman, when 
a matter has been decided by God and His 
Messenger to have any option about their decision: 
if any one disobeys God and His Messenger, he is 
indeed on a clearly wrong Path.” (Qur'an, Ahzab, 
33:36] 
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Role of the Prophet Muhammad 


e “Whoever obeys the Messenger, he indeed obeys 
God, and whoever turns back, so We have not sent 
you as a keeper over them.” (Qur'an, Nisa, 4:80) (Tr. 
Yusuf Ali) 


e “Say: "If you do love God, follow me: God will love 
you and forgive you your sins: For God is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (Qur'an, Al-Imran, 3:31) 
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Sunnah — Prophetic practice 


e Sunnah is the normative practice of the Prophet 
MuhammadP®"" that includes the following. 
= Actions 
= Words 
= Approvals and disapprovals 
= Descriptions of the Prophet 
e Sunnah is passed down to us through hadith 
collections and through the teachings of scholars. 


e A hadith is a single report that includes a text and a 
reference chain of narrators. 
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Sunnah — Prophetic practice 


e Sunnah has four levels: 


1. Symbols of Islam (e.g. Eids, adhan, building 
mosques) these are more important than individual 
obligations. 

2. Practices pertaining to worship (e.g. Fasting on 
Mondays and Thursdays; the Sunnah of morning 
prayer) 

3. Prophetic moral standards (akhlaq) in interpersonal 
and public behaviour. 


= “You are surely of a sublime character (ab an 
(Qur'an, Qalam, 68:4) 
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Sunnah — Prophetic practice 


3. Manners (adab) in everyday life. 


‘Alisha said, "The Messenger of God, may God bless 
him and grant him peace, said, ‘Ten things make 
Up man's natural form: trimming the moustache, 
letting the beard grow, using the siwak, snuffing 
water up the nose, cutting the nails, washing the 
knuckles, removing hair from the armpits, shaving 
the pubic hair and using water in the lavatory." The 
narrator said, "I forgot the tenth. It could be rinsing 
the mouth.” [Muslim] (Sunni Path - 
httpo://www.sunnipath.com/library/Hadith/HOOO4P021 5.a 
spx) 
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Following the Sunnah 


e Muslims are enjoined to follow the prophet 
Muhammad's example — the Sunnah. 

¢ Following Sunnah is not easy as it is very hard to 
reach the high standards of the prophet 
Muhammad. 

e At the very least Muslims should have the 
intention to follow all of Sunnah. 

¢ In following Sunnah, emphasis to worship and 
moral behaviour (akhlaq) should not be 
neglected while following visible Sunnah. 
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Death and Beyond 


e Death is the separation of human spirit from the 
physical body and transmission of the spirit to another 
level of existence. 

= “He Who created death and life, that He may try which 
of you Is best in deed: and He is the Exalted in Might, Oft- 
Forgiving.” (Qur'an, Mulk, 67:2) 

= “Say: The angel of death, who has charge concerning 
you, will gather you, and afterward unto your Lord you 
will be returned.” (Qur'an, Sajdah, 32:11) 

e The spirit will continue to exist in what's called ‘The 
Intermediate World’, barzakh, (Qur'an Mu'minun, 
23:99-—100) until resurrection and the Day of Judgment. 
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A different perspectives on death 


e Most people are afraid of death, but death for the 
one who believes in afterlife and does mostly good 
deeds is different. 


D Transition 
a 
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Perspectives on Death 


DAE Reunion 


Everlasting 
Youth 
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Life in grave 


e After death the spirit is visited by two angels, 
Munkar and Nakir (2S » Si) (Denied and Denier) 


e These two angels approach the soul and ask three 
questions: 


1. Who is your god¢ 
2. Who is your prophet? 
3. What is your religion? 
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Life in grave 


e Depending on the answers given and life led during 
earthly life, there are three possible outcomes for a 
person in this Intermediate World. 

-= For the believer and righteous, the grave enlarges and 
becomes a window opening onto a world of light and 
bliss. 

= For the sinful, the grave tightens and becomes an 
imprisonment. 

= For the disbeliever, one who rejected God, it becomes 
a pit from hell, a place of punishment until the Day of 
Judgment. 
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Qiyamah - Doomsday 


e Qiyamah is the cataclysmic transformation of the 
universe from a place of test to a place of judgment 
and reward. 


e The Qur'an gives a picture of qiyamah occurring at 
cosmic scale. 


= “When the heaven is cleft asunder; and when the stars 
have fallen and scattered; and when the seas are burst 
forth; and when the graves are turned upside down...” 
(Qur'an, Infitar, 82:1—4) 

= “The Day that We roll up the heavens like a scroll rolled 
up for books - even as We produced the first creation, 
so shall We produce a new one...” (Qur'an, Anbiya, 


21:104 
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Qiyamah - Doomsday 


e No one knows when giyamah will occur. 


= “They ask thee about the Hour - when will be its 
appointed time? Say: ‘The knowledge thereof is with 
my Lord: None but He can reveal as to when it will 
occur. Heavy were its burden through the heavens 
and the earth. Only, all of a sudden will it come to 
you.’” (Qur'an, A'raf, 7:187) 
e The Prophet (pbuh), however, informed of certain 
signs that will occur signalling qiyamah is near. 
e There are two types of signs for the qivamah . 
1. Minor signs 


2. Major signs 
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Resurrection 


e In Islam, resurrection refers to the concept of coming 
back to life one more time after death in body and 
spirit for an everlasting life. 

e Classical Muslim philosophers and theologians 
rigorously debated resurrection: 
= Philosophers felt resurrection can only be spiritual as 

bodily resurrection can not be proven. 
= Theologians said Qur'an was clear about physical and 
spiritual resurrection, hence a believer must believe 
this proposition. 
° “Does man think that we shall not assemble his bones?” 
(Qur'an, Qivamah, 75:3) 


ISLAMIC SCIENCES AND RESEARCH ACADEMY OF AUSTRALIA 


DÍ Charles Sturt 


University 


Resurrection 


e It is possible to prove physical resurrection. 
e Arguments can be grouped into four main 
proofs of resurrection: 


1. The signs that God has placed in the natural world as 
argued by the Qur'an 


2. The names and attributes of God necessitate life after 
death 


3. The unique human condition indicating an afterlife 
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Resurrection and the Qur'an 


e "So consider the signs of God's mercy; how He 
gives life to the earth after its death. Indeed, it is He 
Who gives life to the dead, for He is powerful over 
all things.” (Qur'an, Rum, 30:50) 


= a i 
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Resurrection and the Qur'an 


e Chapter 36 (Ya-Sin) verses 77-83 provides a number of 
logical arguments for resurrection: 


= “Has human not considered that We have created him 
from drop of (seminal) fluid? Yet, he turns into an open, 
fierce adversary.” (36:77) 


= “And he puts forth for Us a parable and forgets his own 
creation. He says: ‘Who will give life to these bones 
when they have rotted away and became dust¢'” 
(36:78) 

» "Say! He (God) will give life fo them Who created them 
for the first time! And he It is the All-Knower of every 
creation!” (36:79) 
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Resurrection and the Qur'an 


= He Who has made for you fire from the green tree, and 
see, you kindle fire with it.” (36:80) 

= “Is not He Who has created the heavens and the earth 
able to create (from rotten bones) the like of them? 
Surely He Is; He is the Supreme Creator, the All- 
Knowing.” (36:81) 

» “When He wills a thing to be, He but says to it “Be!” and 
it is.” (86:82) 

» "So, All-Glorified is He in Whose Hand is the absolute 
dominion of all things, and to Him you are being 
brought back.” (36:83) 
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Theological proofs for resurrection 


e Names of God infer resurrections: 


. Visible creation and events show 
. Universal acts — which demonstrate: 
Existence of God — Who has those: 


Names and Attributes — to produce the visible 
creation and events, 


5. Divine Names & Attributes require resurrection 
of human beings 


aN 
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Theological proofs for resurrection 


e For example, the names All Munificent (Al Karim) and 
All Merciful (Al Rahim). 


= In nature, the weakest and most powerless receive the best 
sustenance. 
° Fish are not as clever as fox but they are fed much better. Babies 

get the best sustenance, milk, when they are the weakest. 

= This shows that there is a God who is All Munificent (Al Karim) 
and All Merciful (Al Rahim). 

= The universal nature of this act shows that God is infinitely 
compassionate. Infinite mercy requires the continuation of 
Divine favours after death. 

= If there was no life after death, mercy would turn into cruelty and 
love into affliction. 

= Therefore, the names All Munificent (Al Karim) and All Merciful 
(Al Rahim) necessitate resurrection of human beings. 
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Human Nature & Testimony of Religions 


e Certain aspects of humans also indicate 
resurrection: 
Humans sleep every night, dream and wake up in the 
morning. This is a simulation of death and resurrection. 
° Sleeping shows death: dreams indicate spiritual 
existence after death and waking up represents 
resurrection. (Qur’an, 39:42) 
Human being is endowed with machinery and 
capacity beyond what it needs to survive in this life. 
These show that humans are prepared for another 
existence where they will use all of their faculties. 
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Judgment Process 


e Itis possible to analyse all verses and hadith related to 
the judgement process and identify 7 key elements. 
1. Salvation ultimately is received out of God's grace 
(rahmah) and forgiveness. 
= “... Your Lord has inscribed for Himself mercy ( Æ a&5 cS 
dad ‘I! aai): verily, if any of you did evil in ignorance, and 
thereafter repented, and amend, lo! He is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful.” (Qur'an, An'am, 6:54) 
2. God will consider both faith and good deeds. 
= “By Time, verily human is in loss except those who have 
faith, and do righteous deeds, and (join together) in the 
mutual teaching of truth, and of patience.” (Qur'an, Asr, 
Kue 
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Judgment Process 


3. God does not forgive associating partners with Him 
or violations of human rights. 
= “Indeed God does not forgive that partners be associated 
with Him; less than that He forgives to whomever He wills. 
Whoever associates partners with God has indeed strayed far 
away (from the Straight Path) (Qur'an, Nisa, 4:116) 


4. Both good deeds and bad deeds are qualitatively 
and quantitatively measured. 
= “The weighing on that Day shall be the truth, and he whose 
scales are heavy — they will be the prosperous and he whose 
scales are light — they will be those who have ruined their own 


selves because they were unjust to Our Revelations and 
signs.” (Qur'an, A'raf, 7:8-9) 
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Judgment Process 


5. Actions are judged according to intentions. 
= “And they feed, for the love of God, the indigent, the 
orphan, and the captive, (saying),'We feed you for the 
sake of God alone: no reward do we desire from you, 
nor thanks.” (Qur'an, Insan, 76:8-9) 
6. Since the heart is the seat for both faith and intention 
(for deeds), a sound heart is important. 
-= “The Day when neither wealth will be of any use, nor 


offspring, but only he (will prosper) who comes before 
God with a sound heart.” (Qur'an, Shu'ara, 26:88-89) 
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Judgment Process 


7. Intercession of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) will 
be for his followers (especially those who desperately 
need it). 
= “For every prophet there was an invocation with which 

he appealed to God, and his invocation was 
accepted (in his lifetime), but | kept my invocation to 
intercede for my followers on the Day of Resurrection." 
(Bukhari, Du’a, 317) 
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God is Just 


e Everyone, Muslim or non-Muslim, will face the 
consequences of their beliefs and actions. 
= “Whoever does an evil is not recompensed except with 
the like of it; whereas whoever does good, righteous 
deeds — whether man or woman - and is a believer, 
such will enter Paradise, being provided there without 
measure.(Qur’an, Ghafir, 40:40) 


e God Is absolutely just and is free from tyranny, 


= “Whosoever does good equal to the weight of an atom 
shall see it and whosoever does evil equal to the weight 
of an atom shall see if.” (Qur'an, Zalzalah, 99:7-8) 
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God is Compassionate 


e The compassion of God comes before His justice and 
God's bias towards the salvation of human beings. 
= “He that does good shall have ten times as much to his 
credit: He that does evil shall only be recompensed 
according fo his evil: no wrong shall be done unto (any 
of) them.” (Qur'an, An’am, 6:160) 
e The door to forgiveness is also wide open for alll 
repentant souls. 
= “Say: Oh My servants who have transgressed against 
themselves by committing evil deeds and sins! Despair 
not of the mercy of God: verily God forgives all sins. Truly 
He is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful” (Qur'an, Nour, 24:53) 
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Beware of human rights 


e Forgiveness of God covers every sin but not human 
rights violations. 
= People are expected to settle their affairs before 
death. God will settle any unsettled transgressions of 
human rights in the hereafter. 
e Some people may find that their good deeds are 
transferred to their victims. If no good deed is left the 
sins of victims will be passed to the offender. 


e Even transgressions done to animals will be 
questioned and settled. 
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e In this life, the desired state in terms of salvation is that a 
person should be in a state of fear and hope. 





Fear 
e Without it one would go into a 
state of despair and lose 
Hope motivation to do good and 
abandon God. 
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Salvation 


e The Qur'an points to this psychological condition in 
many places: 
= “Their sides forsake their beds at night, calling out to their 
Lord in fear and hope, and out of what We have provided 
for them they spend.” (Qur'an, Sajdah, 32:16) 
e But there is a bias towards hope. 
-= “Itis hoped that your Lord may show mercy to you, but if 
you return, We will return. And We have made Hell a prison 
for the unbelievers.” (Qur'an, Isra, 17:8) 
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Salvation 


e The bottom line is that while no one has absolute 
guarantee, they should have trust in God's grace and 
mercy if they believed in God and have sincerely 
done good. 

= “Why should God punish you if you have thanked and 
believed in Him? And God is All-Appreciative, All- 
Knowing (late 15st). (Qur'an, Nisa, 4:147) 

¢ That judgement ultimately belongs to God 

only. 
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Qur’an’s method of influence 


e Since the Qur'an wants to address all humans and 
influence them positively towards salvation, it fashions 
its arguments in four possible forms of influence. 

1. While some people are positively influenced by the 
promise of eternal bliss in Paradise (Qur'an, 20:1 18-119) 

2. Some poor performers are swayed by warnings of a 
reprimand in Hell (Qur'an, 2:206) 

3. Highly spiritual individuals are attracted to a more 
personal and intimate relationship with God and they 
could only be content with God alone (Qur'an, 18:28) 

4. Whereas the knowledge and greatness of God render 
astute thinkers awestruck (Qur'an, 18:51) 
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Paradise 


e “No person knows what is kept hidden for them of 
joy as a reward for what they used to do” (Qur'an, 
Sajdah, 32:17) 


“But those who believe and do good deeds, We 
will admit them to gardens (Paradise) under which 
rivers flow, lasting in them forever...” (Qur'an, Nisa, 
4:57) 

e “Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your 
Lord, and for a Garden whose width is that (of the 
whole) of the heavens and of the earth, prepared 
for the righteous.” (Qur'an, Imran, 3:133) 
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Hell 


e “(On that Day) Verily, hell will lie in wait, a goal 
for all who are wont to transgress the bounds of 
what is right! In it shall they remain for a long 
time. Neither coolness shall they taste therein nor 
any (thirst-quenching) drink — only burning 
despair and ice-cold darkness ( (#laé ; ius Ý) - a 
meet requital (for their sins)! Behold, they were 
not expecting to be called to account.” (Qur'an, 
Naba, 78:21-27) 
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The Greatest Bliss 


e Although God promises believers (both men and 
women) delights and rewards in paradise, “the 
greatest bliss is the Good Pleasure of God”. (Qur'an, 
Tawba, 9:72). 


e Those who dwell in paradise will be able to see God — 
“some faces will be aglow that day, gazing at their 
Lord.” (Qur'an, Qryamah, 75:22-23). 

e While it is not wrong to desire paradise, a superior 
motive is a desire for God. 

= But this has to be genuine love of God not a 
pretence. 
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Conclusions 


e Muslims believe that humans beings will be 
resurrected, body and soul, after death to give an 
account of their earthly life and for an everlasting life. 


e It is possible to provide rational arguments for afterlife. 


e Salvation in Ilam depends on God's grace, 
forgiveness, human beliefs and deeds. 


e A Muslim should be in a state of fear and hope about 
his or her salvation — hopeful but not complacent. 


e Judgment of humans is an act of God and should be 
left to God only. 
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Lecture 11 
Divine determination (qadar) and 
human free will 
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Definition of Qadar 


¢ The word qadar literally means “to measure” or 
“amount”. 


e In Islamic terminology, qadar means that God 
Almighty, through His infinite knowledge, knows and 
specifies all beings and events together with their 
states and attributes, all the powers & abilities they 
possess and the times and places they all enter into 
existence. 


e The word qada’ (literally ‘fulfiling’), means that having 
been determined in pre-eternity, everything emerges 
into the present realm of existence through the 
creative power of God Almighty. . 
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Qadar in Hadith and the Qur'an 


e In the famous list of six essentials of Islamic faith by the 
Prophet MuhammadP“", it is listed as to believe in 
“qadar and good and evil are from God the Glorious” 
(wa bil qadari khayrihi wa sharrihi minallahu ta'ala) 

e ‘Good and evil’ will be covered in lecture 12. 
e The Qur'an has many verses about the omnicient 
fore-knowledge of God. 
= “And with Him are the keys of the unseen. None knows 
them but He. And He knows whatever there is in the 
land and the sea. Not a leaf falls but He Knows it. There 
is not a grain amid the darkness of the earth, nor 
anything fresh or dry but (it is noted) in a Clear Record.” 
(Qur'an, An’an, 6:59) 
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¢ Belief in gadar and human freedom of choice 
enables humans to keep on the straight path 
(sirat al mustakeem). 


Qadar enables 
believers not to take 
ownership of their 


goodness and 
perfections to prevent 
arrogance. 
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Qadar in Theology 


e Denying qadar is tantamount to disbelief. 
= Aspects of belief on qadar are listed in Imam Al- 
Tahawi’s creedal formulations and it is accepted 
and defined by the great Muslim theologians. 
e Correct understanding of qadar is important not 
to unknowingly fall into what is considered 
deviant views. 


ISLAMIC SCIENCES AND RESEARCH ACADEMY OF AUSTRALIA 


e There is a grand plan and 
sequence of events observed 
in the universe that are 
beyond human control. 
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Possible Models of the Expanding Universe 


r Decelerating Universes 7 Coasting Universe Accelerating Universe 
[ 


A 4 Ww, 


A decelerating universe reaches its current size in the least amount 
of time. The universe could eventually contract and collapse into a 
"big crunch" or expand indefinitely. A coasting universe (center) is 
older than a decelerating universe because it takes more time to 
reach its present size, and expands forever. An accelerating universe 
(right) is older still. The rate of expansion actually increases because 
of a repulsive force that pushes galaxies apart. 
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e Natural laws... 


e The fact that we can 
describe them 
precisely by using 
mathematical 
equations also show 
there is determination. 


Guy = 8G (Tuy ur PaGuv) 





Wire 


Natural world show qadar 


e Measure and purposeful 
outcomes in natural events 
are determined within a set 
boundary of possibilities. 

= The orderly transpiring of 
geological periods on earth 
to eventually produce 
human life. 

= Total amount of rainfall on 
earth is exactly the same 
every year. 
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e Features of living 
beings and their 
symmetry also point to 
the reality of Divine 
Measurement (gadar). 


e The symmetry and 
measure on human 
face is a good 
example that we 
could alll test. 





Wore" 
Quantum physics show gadar 


e Quantum Physics have 
shown that probability is Schrédinger’s Equation 
an important feature of 
the subatomic world. 


e The fact that a 
definitive world 
emerges from the 
subatomic world of 
probability demonstrate 
Will of God in action. 


2 
an? yr, d=- Vyr, N+V Ayl, t) 
ót 2m 
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Will of God 


e “Know that God intervenes between man and 
[the desires of] his heart...” (Qur'an, Anfal, 8:24) 

e “God is the Creator of all things, and He alone 
has the power to determine the fate of all things.” 
(Qur'an, Zumar, 39:62) 

¢ “Do they not know, then, that God is aware of all 
that they would conceal as well as of all that 
they bring into the open?” (Qur'an, Baqara, 2:77) 
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Will of God 


¢ “Itis God who has created you and all your 
actions.” (Qur'an, Saffat, 37:96) 

e “Whatever God wills [shall come to pass, for] 
there is no power save with God...” (Qur'an, 
Kahf, 18:39) 

e “But you cannot will it unless God wills; for, 
behold, God is indeed All-Seeing, Wise.” (Qur'an, 
Insan, 76:30) 
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Human will 


e "Say, ‘The truth is from your Lord": Let him who will 
believe, and let him who will, reject (it)... 
(Qur'an, Kahf, 18:29) 

e “If you reject, truly God has no need of you; but 
He likes not ingratitude from His servants: if you 
are grateful, He is pleased with you.” (Qur'an, 
Zumar, 39:7) 

e “...Do what you will, verily He sees (clearly) all 
that you do.” (Qur'an, Fussilat, 41:40) 

e “It gets every good that it earns, and it suffers 
every ill that it earns...” (Qur'an, Baqara, 2:286) 
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Main theological positions 


e There are three main positions: 


Jabriyyah Qadariyyah Sunni 
Ps es | 


g Humans have no choice in g Humans have will and power Humans acquire (kasb) their 
their destiny to create their actions actions using their free will. 
, : : Allah creates those actions 
Allah wills and creates all Otherwise evil they do has to nae eae 
O human action be attributed to God. by the power ne mstilisin 


humans 


e Sunni view attributes creative power to God while 
choice for their actions are attributed to humans. 


e This position satisfies all of the related verses. 
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Main theological positions 


e Who does the actions? Who 
moves the arm for example? 

e The relationship of human 
spirit to the body is like the 
driver in the car. 


d 
m. deltoideus A m. subscapularis 


m. coracobrachialis 
m. biceps brachii caput longum 
m. tricipitis brachii 
caput mediale 


m. tricipitis brachii 


m. brachioradialis m. palmaris longus 


m. flexor capri 
tadialis 


m. flexor digitorum m. flexor digitorum 
superficialis superficialis 


m. flexor pollicis 
longus 
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God's omniscience 


e Qadar is the title of God's knowledge and 
determination. 

e Knowledge is dependent on what is known not 
the other way around. 

e So, God knows what we are going to do and the 
choices we were going to make and has 
recorded these. We were going to make those 
choices ourselves. 
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e Scientists calculate and record 
when the next solar eclipse 
occurs. This knowledge does not 
cause the lunar eclipse. It was 
going to happen anyway. 

e Meteorologists predict the 
weather tomorrow. If it turns out 
right it did not happen because 
they said so. If was going to 
happen anyway. 

e Similarly God's knowledge of our 
actions do not force us to act. 
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God's omniscience 


e God is not bound by space and time. 

e Not being bound by soace means God sees 
all soace at the same Time. 

e Not being bound by time means, to God 
there is no past or the future. He knows them 
all equally as present. 
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God's omniscience 


e A person on top of a mountain 
peak would see all directions 
equally whereas someone on the 
ground would be limited in sight. 


¢ If lam on the Centre Point Tower 
and see a particular car on 
Sydney Harbout Bridge, that is 
present for me. But for someone 
on the base of the tower waiting 
for the car the car on the bridge 
is the future. 
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Reconciling Will of God & Human will 


e IN human actions, God's determination of events 
is linked to human choices. 

e God has Universal Will (Kull al-irada). Human will is 
a minor will (juz al-irada) 

e God has made the minor will of humans as a 
precondition to exercising his universal will. 


¢ So, in effect nothing happens without God 
exercising His Universal Will. 
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Creative power lies with God 


e When a person exercises his or her will, God 
evaluates and approves or disapproves the 
choice being made. If approved it will be 
created by God, if not approved it will be 
orevented one way or the other. 

e Since, we are the ones who are making the 
choices we acquire the action. Therefore, we 
are responsible for the result but cannot own the 
creation of the action. 
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The analogy of a farmer whose 
job is to turn on the valve that 
waters the garden: 


If he turns to water valve the 
garden flourishes. But he cannot 
own the creative process of 
growing the fruits. 

If he neglects his role and does 
not turn on the valve, he is 
responsible for the destruction. 


Human will functions in a similar 
way. 
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Two examples of qadar’s operation 


e Life Is like a Computer game 
where we make choices with 
the options put before us. 
Having made the options the 
game progresses as it Is 
programmed. 


e Qadar puts options before us 
that we have not much control 
over but we make the choices. 

e You are free in your words and 
actions but constrained in limits 
of your capabilities. 
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Two examples of qadar’s operation 


e Life could be seen asa m 
matrix of choices, qadar, er: 
takes into account all W 
possible permutations of 
choices. 


e As we make choices we 
traverse through life and 
determine our own destiny 
but can not get out of the 
possibilities set within the 
greater destiny by the 
Creator. 
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e People’s qadar lines 
intersect at certain times 
and space such as family, 
marriage, friendship etc. 
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Conclusions 


e Belief in qadar is the sixth essential of Islamic faith. 


e God has the universal will (kull al-irada) and humans 
have minor will (juz al-irada). 


e Islamic theology resolved the difficulty between God's 
will and human will by the concept of kasb — humans 
act on their will and God creates human action. 


e God does not force human beings to make choices. 
Humans make choices out of options available to 
them. 

e God has full knowledge of our actions and choices 
and allows (through His Will) us fo make good or evil 
Choices. 
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Suffering, good and evil 
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Definitions 


e Good (Khayr) is anything that is appreciated and 
liked such as reason, justice, virtue and those that 
are useful. (Ragib al-lsfahani, Islamic Encyclopedia 
Vol-17 p 43) 

= The word ‘Khayr’ (good) appears in 176 places in 
the Qur'an. 

¢ Evil (Shar) is what people do not like, harmful and 
bad things; soread of bad and harmful things; lack 
of concurrence of a thing with its nature. (Ragib al- 
Isfahan, Islamic Encyclopedia Vol-38 p 539) 

= The word ‘Shar’ (evil) appears in 30 places in the 
Qur'an. 
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Qur'anic perspective 


¢ Both good and evil are from God (Qur'an, Nisa, 4:78-79) 


e Although humans have capacity to shed blood and 
cause suffering, through learning and guidance 
received by God they are capable of immense good. 
(Qur'an, Baqara, 2:30-34) 

e Just as God tests people by goodness and blessings, he 
also tests them with fear and calamities. (Qur'an, 
Baqara, 2:155-156) (See also 3:180, 21:35) 

e Humans have a subjective view of good and evil as 
sometimes what is considered good can be evil and 
what is considered evil can be good. (Qur'an, Bagara, 
2:216) 
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Qur'anic perspective 


e Humans rush to get something even if it is evil (Qur'an, 
Isra, 17:11), but God does not rush to give evil to 
people (Qur'an, Yunus, 10:11) 

e God has guided people in what is evil and what is 
good and commanded them to do good and 
prohibited them from evil. (Qur'an, Baqara, 2:168-169) 
(see also 3:114-115, 22:77) 


e God warns people that Satan makes people see evil 
as good. (Qur'an, Baqara, 2:208, 2:268) (See also 
36:60) 

e God will ensure that even an atom of good done will 
see its reward and an atom of evil committed will see 
it due consequences. (Qur'an, Zilzal, 99:7-8) 
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Hadith perspective 


¢ Islam is goodness that God has endowed humans 
with and mischief and bloodshed are absolute 
evils. (Bukhari, Fitan, 11) 


e God knows what is good and evil for people and 
qadar encapsulates both good and evil. 
(Bukhari, Tawhid, 10) 

¢ All good is from God and God is free from 
committing evil. (Muslim, Salat al-Musafirin, 20) 

e Humans should take refuge in God from all evils. 
(Muwatta, Sha'ar, 10) 
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Hadith perspective 


e The best of people are the one whom others 
expect nothing but good and that people 
expect no evil. (Tirmithi, Fitan, 76) 


e Worst of people are the ones whom others fear 
harm and evil coming from him/her. (Bukhari, 
Adab, 38, 48) 

e Anyone who cannot do an act of goodness and 
charity should at least not commit any evil and 


this will be considered an act of charity trom 
him/her. (Bukhari, Adab, 33) 
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The tension 


e In the Hellenistic philosophy (Socrates) there is an 

independent standards of good. 
= God (mythological gods) must be bound to these 
standards. 

e In monotheistic faith traditions generally, 
discernment of good and evil is made with 
reference to God and revelation. 

= Good is what God deems as good and evil is what 
God deems as evil. 
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Two Islamic theological positions 


e According to Imam al-Ash’ari, there is no absolute 
good or evil but only what God defines as good Is 
good and what God defines as evil is evil. 


= Rendering God to a standard independent of Himself is 
unthinkable. 


= Human being cannot be trusted to know what is good 
and evil. 

e According to Imam Maturidi, God guides humans to 
understand what is good and evil through revelation. 
Human being also has the innate capacity to 
recognise good and evil. 
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Human Being... 


e Has been “honoured with goodness” (Qur'an, Isra, 
17:70) 


= Humans are created with the innate capability to 
recognise goodness and virtue. 


e Is created in “the best composition” (Qur'an, Tin, 95:3-6) 
= Humans have the capacity to excel in our humanity. 
e Is created as a “caretaker on earth” (Qur'an, Baqara, 
2:31-33) 
= Humans are charged with the duty of upholding goodness 
and righteousness. 
e Has been given “the trust” (Qur'an, Azhab, 33:72) 


= Humans have self-awareness and freedom of choice and 
other tools to achieve good purposes of creation. 
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But... 


e However, human being has a nafs, the egotistical 
and whimsical soul that is the source of all human evil. 
e Although we have the ability to recognise goodness 
and strive to uphold what is right, our choices are 
subjectively influenced by the emotions, desires and 
the selfish impulses of the ego. 
= “But it is possible that a thing you dislike is good for 
you, and a thing that you love is bad for you. But 
God knows, and you do not know.” (Qur'an, 
Bagara, 2:216) 
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Discerning good and evil 


e While human 


Good & Evil being can 
| eee recognise self- 
evident good and 
self-evident evil, 
human 
Self-Evidently Broad Grey Area of Self-Evidently discernment for 
er Good & Evil Sii good and evil 
cannot rely on 
human reason 
5 er alone. It also 
. aS requires revelation 
“Ns a to guide human 
a a reasoning on 
Qiyas The Qur’an The Sunnah Ijma matters where 
they are not able 
to be objective. 
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Problem of theodicy 


e Philosophers and many people object to the existing 
of God by arguing that suffering would not exist if 
there was a God. 

= |f God is all-Knowing, All Merciful and All-Powerful, why 
doesn’t God stop suffering? 

= “Since suffering undeniably exists and it is not being 
stopped then there is no God” they argue. 

e This is called the problem of theodicy (existence of 
suffering and evil). 
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Categories of suffering 


e Suffering can be observed in the following domains 
1. Suffering inflicted by animals to other animals 
2. Suffering experienced by human beings 


3. Suffering inflicted by humans to other humans or 
animals 


4. Suffering endured through natural disasters 
5. Suffering as a consequence of the creation of Satan, 
sending of Prophets and existence of Hell 
e If God is All-Seeing, All-Merciful and All-Powertul why 
does He allow such suffering. 
e Evil and suffering could only be acceptable if 
greater good is realised through them. 
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Guiding principles 









f Š Human freedom of 
A choice (will) is never 
negated. 


FY Creation of evil is 
| not evil but choosing 
of evil is. 











Everything is good 
ah either in itself or by 
its consequences. 
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Guiding principles 





; Qadar of God looks at 
i the universal and is 
never unjust. 









This world is an arena 
of test and service. 
Afterlife is a place of 
reward and punishment. 























LIevil 
“Lesser Evil 
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Wi 


Removing something 
with lessor evil can 
Cause greater evil. 





Being tested in life 


g results in human 
development. 
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l- Suffering of animals 


e Perspective is important here. Some people may 
see life as a struggle by focusing on animals 
hunting one another. 

e Another way of looking at it is that life is helping 
one another. 
= Death of one animal helps numerous animals, 

insects and micro-organisms to survive. 
= The complete ecological balance benefits all 
animals and plants 

¢ Death of animals are required for the life cycle 
and continuous manifestation of God's names. 
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l- Suffering of animals 


e If natural world was like a zoo, it would be boring for 
all animals. 

e Animals hunt one another because earth is a closed 
system — everything has to occur on earth. 

e Ingenious ways of sustaining a diverse life Is 
implemented on earth that creates a pristine 
environment for animals and humans to enjoy. 

e Animals have to hunt one another to survive but 
every animal has been given weapons to defend 
itself and skills to ensure its survival — this is justice and 
mercy. 
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2- Suffering of humans 


e “How wonderful the situation of the believer is: 
everything is good for him, and this is only true for a 
believer. For if he encounters good, he is grateful to 
God and that is good for him; and if he is afflicted 
with hardship, he is patient and that is good for him.” 
(The Prophet MuhammadP®u") 

e Disbelief can give a person a darker perspective 
where he/she sees nothing but suffering. This leads to 
a spiritual pain and suffering. 

A beautifully designed and engineered car may inflict 
suffering under wrong hands. 
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2- Suffering of humans 


e “Be sure we shall test you with something of fear 
and hunger, some loss in goods or lives or the 
fruits (of your toil), but give glad tidings to those 
who patiently persevere, Who say, when 
afflicted with calamity: ‘To God we belong, and 
to Him is our return’” (Qur'an, Baqara, 2:155-156) 

¢ Suffering in human domain are generally test 
that lead to many spiritual benefits for human 
beings. 
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2- Suffering of humans 


1. Suffering becomes a catalyst for spiritual growth. 
= Prophets are the best of humanity, yet they have 
suffered the most in their work for the salvation of 
humanity. 
2. Patience and endurance to diseases, troubles 
and hardships are counted as worship. 
3. Troubles and hardships teach people the value 
of God's blessings and open the way for 
gratitude and thanksgiving. 


= A diseased person would appreciate his healthy 
times more than healthy people. 
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2- Suffering of humans 


4. Suffering compensates for our sins and cleanses 
Us spiritually. 

5. Suffering and difficulties also serve as 
compassionate warning to us against those 
forces, such as flesh, ego (nafs) and Satan that 
work to our self-destruction. 


= Asheppard would throw a stone to warn a sheep 
attempting to enter dangerous territory. 
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3- Humans inflict suffering on others 


e In general suffering that is inflicted by humans on 
other humans and animals are allowed because: 
= God has given freedom of choice to all people and 
some misuse this to inflict suffering on others 
= But God will punish them for their actions in this world 
and/or the next. 
e If people are inflicted with such suffering innocently 
what has been said in previous slides apply. 
e If they die in the process God will treat them as 
martyrs and place them in paradise for an 
everlasting life. 
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3- Humans inflict suffering on others 


e Sometimes what we perceive as injustice and 
suffering may actually be pure justice in reality. 
= A judge wrongly may convict a person for theft 

and do injustice but there could be a hidden 
crime of the person so justice in reality is served. 

e Our knowledge of events around us are very 
limited but God knows everything so what we 
perceive as unmerciful may in fact be pure 
mercy. 
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4- Natural Disasters 


e Explanation so far applies to natural disasters as well. 


e Disasters are exceptions rather than the rule. There is 
greater chance for someone to die in a car crash 
than dying in a natural disaster. 

e The natural disasters primarily occur fo maintain the 
favourable conditions for life on earth for the greater 
benefit of all life and human beings. 

= Hurricanes occur to transfer energy from the equator to 
colder northern regions. 

= Earthquakes take pressure off the earth's crust as the 
continental plates move. 


ISLAMIC SCIENCES AND RESEARCH ACADEMY OF AUSTRALIA 


DÍ Charles Sturt 


University 


4- Natural Disasters 


e People who happen to live at the location of these 
natural events are harmed as a consequence. 
= In return for their loss, their lost property is counted as 
Charity and their lives of innocent are counted as martyr 
with multiple rewards in the hereafter. 
e These disasters also bring out the best in people and 
pull humanity together as nothing else can. 
= Animosity between Greece and Turkey ended after the 
1999 earthquake in Turkey when Greece was first to help. 
= The unprecedented level of donations and help offered 
throughout the world in response to the 2004 Tsunami 
disaster victims cannot be ignored. 
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4- Natural Disasters 


e Sometimes disasters occur as a consequence of 
human activity: 


-= E.g. increase in human populations, dense 
concentration in cities and poor construction of 
buildings greatly increase the number of deaths 
inflicted in natural disasters. 


= “Corruption has appeared on land and in the sea 
as an outcome of what men's hands have 
wrought: and so He will let them taste [the evil of] 
some of their doings, so that they might return [to 
the right path].” (Qur'an, Rum, 30:41) 
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5- Creation of Satan, Hell and Sending of 
Prophets 


e Since Satan leads many people astray, is 
existence of Satan evil? 


= No. Satan actually causes many people to do 
good and excel. 


= So to destroy Satan would be greater evil. 
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5- Creation of Satan, Hell and Sending of 
Prophets 


¢ What about the tact that most people are 
disbelievers and evil doers. Isn't then creation of 
Satan is greater evil¢ 
= No, because quality is more important than 
quantity. 
= Less but believing and good people are far more 
valuable at the court of God. 


° If a farmer plants 100 seeds and only 20 come out. 
They produce far more fruits than the other 80 rotted 
away under ground. 
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5- Creation of Satan, Hell and Sending of 
Prophets 
¢ Existence in Hell and punishment in hell does not 
seem to be in line with All Merciful God? 
= God created Paradise first and placed Adam and Eve 
in paradise. 


= The door to Hell opened by their actions. But if they 
stayed in paradise their spiritual rank would be constant 
and average. 


= By opening an arena of test God has given human 
beings opportunity to excel and achieve higher spiritual 
ranks. 


= Hell is a consequence of evil done by human beings. 
Not punishing those deserving or forgiving them would 
be aan act of injustice cruelty towards sufferers. 
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5- Creation of Satan, Hell and Sending of 
Prophets 


e Sending Prophets leads some people to reject 
them and end up in hell. Isn’t then sending of 
prophets result in evil? 

= No, because as a result of guidance of prophets 
countless other people realise their purpose, relate 
to God and as a result excel in humanity. 

= Therefore, not sending prophets would be a 
greater act of evil. 
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Conclusions 


e All creative actions are attributed to God. 
e Creation of evil is not evil but choosing it is evil. 
God never chooses evil but humans do. 


e While humans have the capacity to recognise 
self-evident good and self-evident evil, 
humans need the guidance of God to know 
what is truly good and what is truly evil. 

¢ God allows minor evil and suffering because of 
far greater good. 


e In most cases suffering is a human perception. 
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